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1- FIRST FRENCH PRESENCES IN THE GOLF OF SAINT LAWRENCE  

Indigenous peoples had settled in the Americas for over 5,000 years before Europeans 

set foot on the shores of North America.  

During primary schooling we were thought that Christopher Columbus discovered 
America in 1492 and Jacques Cartier discovered Canada in 1534. In reality, there is the 
possibility that Irish monks set foot in Newfoundland in the 6th century.  

 

In addition, well before the first great explorers landed in North America, the whale and 
cod fishers were practicing their trade on the Grand Banks of N.L. During the years 
around 1,000 A.D., the Vikings were regularly coming to Newfoundland. The discovery 
of their campsites at Anse-aux-Meadows is a solid proof of their presence. It has been 
recognised by UNESCO as a protected historical site. It has also become a major 
touristic attraction in Newfoundland. The Vikings were hunting whales and catching cod. 

The Viking Leif Eriksson was the first sailor to set foot in Newfoundland in year 1000. 
He was surnamed Leif the happy and he was the son of Erik the Red. Archaeologists 
have long known that Viking seafarers set sail for the New World around A.D. 1000. A 
popular Icelandic saga tells of the exploits of Leif Eriksson, a Viking chieftain from 
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Greenland who sailed westward to seek his fortune. According to the saga, Eriksson 
stopped long enough on Baffin Island to walk the coast—named Helluland, an Old 
Norse word meaning "stone-slab land"—before heading south to a place he called 
Vinland (today’s Newfoundland). 

In the 1960s two Norwegian researchers, Helge Ingstad and Anne Stine Ingstad 
discovered and excavated the Viking base camp at L'Anse aux Meadows on the 
northern tip of Newfoundland—the first confirmed Viking outpost in the Americas. Dated 
to between 989 and 1020, the camp boasted three Viking halls, as well as an 
assortment of huts for weaving, ironworking, and ship repair. 

Leif Erikson himself did not have any problems, but hostilities eventually arose between 
Indigenous groups (possibly the Beothuks, Dorset, or Algonquins) and his siblings. The 
Viking term for Indigenous people was “Skraelings”.  According to Greenlanders, the 
first negative encounter came in year 1005 when Vikings attacked nine Indigenous 
people who were just chilling by their boats one day. One of them managed to escape 
and that individual came back with a lot of friends. Armed with bows and arrows, they 
attacked the Vikings and killed Erikson’s brother Thorvald. Although the relations 
between both sides were not always violent as trading supposedly happened between 
the two, the Saga of Eric the Red says, the Vikings “realized that even though this was 
good land, their lives here would always be dominated by battle and fear.” They lacked 
the numbers required for defending a long-lasting settlement and so they decided it 
would be best to abandon the settlement. 
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Initially, we were under the impression that the Viking adventure in Canada was over 
after Thorvald’s murder but more recent research allows us to conclude that the Vikings 
came fishing in Newfoundland without permanent settlements. This lasted to about year 
1,300 (note 36). Historians are also questioning on the exact location of Vineland. Who 
can imagine vines growing at l’Anse-aux-Meadows? One possible explanation is The 
Medieval Warm Period (MWP) note 37. This anomaly was a time of warm climate in the 
North Atlantic region lasting from year 950 to year 1250. It is interesting to note that this 
period coincides almost perfectly with the presence of the Vikings in Newfoundland.   

 



6 
 

Recent  research on the Vikings’ presence in Canada: 

In the Saga of Erik the Red, a 13th century Icelandic story, intrepid explorer Thorfinn 
Karlsefn travels to a land called Hóp. There he finds grapes, plentiful supplies of 
salmon, barrier sandbars and natives who use animal-hide canoes.  

The Viking colony of Hóp has long been lost to history, but Birgitta Wallace, a retired 
Parks Canada archaeologist, is convinced it was located in modern day New Brunswick 
(note 43). “The only area on the Atlantic seaboard that accommodates all the saga 
criteria is northeastern New Brunswick,” she said. In a new article for Canada’s History, 
she described all the evidence that points to the Miramichi-Chaleur Bay area in 
particular.  

Scholars have theorized for years that Hóp could have been located in New England or 
New York. However, Wallace discredited those theories, one reason being salmon were 
not commonly found in New England or New York but were plentiful in New Brunswick.  

 “The Miramichi and Restigouche river areas have been especially rich in salmon” 
Wallace said also that grapes, in particular, were important to pinpointing the location of 
Hóp. “New Brunswick is the northern limit of grapes, which are not native either to 
Prince Edward Island or Nova Scotia,”  

If confirmed, Hóp would become the second Viking settlement in Canada, the other 
being L’Anse aux Meadows in Newfoundland.  

 

 

Birgitta Wallace in 

Greenland 
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2- FIRST FRENCH FISHERS ON THE NEWFOUNDLAND COAST 

According to certain historians, the Basques would have discovered Newfoundland in 
the 12th Century. However there is no solid proof yet of that assertion. A detailed study 
of the Basque presence in North America was produced by the Érudit group (note 35). 
Based on these findings, there would have been only two centuries between the last 
Viking expeditions to Newfoundland and the arrival of the other Europeans. 

The Venitian Giovanni Caboto (John Cabot in English : Jean Cabot in French) left 
Bristol, England in May 1497 and sailed West to Newfoundland arrived there probably 
around June 24 and returned to England after a 15 day crossing on August 6th 1497. 
Although the exact landing location in Newfoundland is disputed, on the 500th-
anniversary celebrations (1997), the governments of Canada and the United Kingdom 
designated Cape Bonavista in Newfoundland as the "official" landing place. 

Cabot was quickly followed to Newfoundland afterwards by French fishers from 1504, 
onwards. France has been one of the first nations to practice migratory fishing off the 
coast of Labrador and Newfoundland. It dominated that industry during the 16th and 17th 
centuries. The first recording of a French fishing boat crossing goes back to 1504. Four 
years later, several French fishing boats were crossing the Atlantic. During the 1520 
period, French ports were dispatching between 60 to 90 boats annually and the industry 
continued to grow from there. Most fishers were from Britany or Normandy, on the 
Northwest coast of France, an ideal location to exploit fishery resources off Labrador 
and Newfoundland. A few ships also came from the city of La Rochelle and other 
regions such as the Basques fishers who were actively engaged in whale hunting and 
fishing.  

The first Basque expedition to Newfoundland is recorded as having taken place in 1517 
but it is only from 1530 that one can identify a regional settlement. The Basques had 
developed fish preservation techniques in Ireland which gave them an edge over their 
competition. They were also experts at whale hunting and processing. On the other 
hand, the Britany fishers had more expertise in cod fishing and preservation. This 
knowledge was eventually shared with the Basques fishers. Hence from there on, the 
Basques were fishing cod from Baie de Plaisance to Baie St. Mary’s South of 
Newfoundland. They were also fishing in the Trepassey, Saint-John and Renews areas. 
Another fishing site is recorded at the Strait of Belle-Isle around 1535. A third region is 
documented in the Canso Strait (Cape Breton) area around 1560. The Basques were 
also very active on the Québec North Shore. Champlain had to negotiate with them in 
Tadoussac in 1608 because they were refusing to obey the monopoly of fur trading 
awarded by King Henri IV to sieur Pierre Dugua de Mons. 

French fishers spent most of their time in Newfoundland and Labrador. To preserve 
cod, they used as much the fish in brine and the dry fish techniques. The first process 
consisted in heavily salting the cod and let it float in brine. The second technique 
consisted in outside drying of cod with a light coating of salt with sun and wind 
exposure. The French generally preferred cod in a brine sauce while the Basques, 
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Britany and Normand consumers preferred dried fish. Merchants were selling cod in 
brine on the French market and the dry cod to Southern Europe buyers. 

In addition to migratory fishers, a few farming and fishing settlers established 
themselves in Newfoundland during the second half of the 17th century. Most were living 
in the French colony of Plaisance (Placentia) established on the Southwest coast of the 
Avalon Peninsula. Others were established in the North and South of the island in such 
places as Sainte Marie (St. Mary’s), Saint Laurent (St. Lawrence), Fortune, Burin, 
Paradise Sound, Grand Banc, Trépassés (Trepassey which had a bilingual population), 
l’Anse Hermitage, la Baie Mortier, Merasheen and Harbour Breton. 

We will see later on in the chapter on Champlain that he departed from the Port of 
Honfleur, Normandy to proceed to the first permanent settlement of Canada. Hence it is 
normal to examine briefly French archives related to fishing expeditions coming from 
that port earlier on. From 1574 to 1583, it is related that an average of 17 ships were 
leaving each year to undertake fishing campaigns on the fishing banks of 
Newfoundland. This activity accounted for a third of the port long range operations on a 
yearly basis. Cod fishing had become an essential activity. Since Honfleur based sailors 
mastered navigation to North America, they were asked to make attempts to 
colonisation after religious wars came to an end. 

During the last part of the 17th century, the French fishing fleet was almost double the 
size as that of England. It numbered 360 vessels transporting up to 20,000 fishers per 
year. However during the 18th and 19th centuries, the numerous wars opposing France 
and England and the several treaties concluded completely changed the scenery in 
Newfoundland. 

The first colonisation attempt was led by the Britany, Sieur Troilus de Mesgouez de la 
Roche who in 1578 was named by the French King Henri III as “Vice-Roy of Terres 
Neuves” but he had not been able to establish a colony at that time because of the 
opposition of the English. He was in Honfleur during the spring of 1597 overseeing the 
loading of the ship Catherine which was also taking soldiers on board. With them, they 
went on fishing on the banks or Newfoundland and made some raids on their enemies 
of behalf of the French Crown. 
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3- FROM PLAISANCE TO NEWFOUNDLAND 

In New-France, the colony of Newfoundland was named Plaisance and not 
Newfoundland. The whole island was named Plaisance. 

The name Plaisance originates with the Basques in memory of the Basque city of 
Guipeicoa, named Plazencia in Spanish. In 1662, Louis XIV ordered the fortification 
of the city of Plaisance. A census made in 1680 revealed that 1,700 lived permanently 
in Plaisance. From 1663, France decided to impose its sovereignty on the Southern 
portion of the island from Cape Race in the East to Cape Ray in the West and on the 
surrounding islands. However there was never any formal agreement between the 
English and the French about that. This resulted in English colonisers settling in the 
French village of Trepassey while French colonisers settled on the West coast and 
North all the way to Pointe Riche and Bonavista. 

There were hired French labourers working for English farmers and English labourers 
hired by French colonisers. This did not settle with local authorities. The Plaisance 
Governors were never happy with protestant farmers in their community, whether they 
were Huguenots, English or Scottish. Governors had the duty to maintain the catholic 
religion as the principal faith of the population. 

In general, relations between the French and English were relatively harmonious except 
during the wars. Then there were several attacks on one another.  From 1692, there 
were many pirates in Plaisance-Newfoundland. For a few years, French pirates 
captured some 60 English vessels. These pirates were able to supply the colony with 
badly needed supplies. Historians believe that if the Plaisance Colony was able to resist 
for so long to the English, it was because of the contribution of pirates which terrorised 
their enemies. France at that time did not have enough military resources to provide the 
necessary security to the colony. 
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Hyperlink: https://www.museedelhistoire.ca/musee-virtuel-de-la-nouvelle-france/les-

explorateurs/pierre-le-moyne-diberville-1686-1702/  

English pirates were also very active in Newfoundland in those years. During the 1690 
to 1692 period, the English pirates tried to destroy Plaisance. It is why the French 
decided to make a spectacular raid against English pirates. The French expedition was 
led by Pierre Le Moyne d’Iberville (1661-1706). His surname was “Le Cid canadien”. 
During the winter 1696-1697, with a three ship fleet with 200 Canadian infantry men and 
several friendly Abenaquis, he launched a devastating attack on practically all English 
settlements in Newfoundland. His troops massacred some 200 Englishmen and made 
some 700 prisoners. They destroyed more than 370 fishing boats. At the end of the 
expedition in March 1697, all the English retained were the small villages of Bonavista 
and Carbonear. During that period of four months, d’Iberville made disappear 36 
English settlements including the capital of St. John’s. The city was temporarily 
renamed Saint Jean. It was the most important campaign ever led by d’Iberville. The 
French had never struck the English so hard and for them it was mission accomplished. 
For the British, these excessive massacres, pillages and fires were categorised as 
barbaric in the true tradition of the Abenaquis. 

During the summer 1702, English pirates set fire to vine plants in Trepassey, at Sainte 
Marie, at Colinet and Saint Laurent. They also destroyed the fort at Île Saint-Pierre. 
Regularly English and French committed these destructions of one another facilities. 

In 1706, Philippe Pastour de Costebelle, taking advantage of the presence of Canadian 
and Acadian ships forced to take shelter in Plaisance for the winter, hired their sailors to 
run a raid on English posts in Newfoundland. Lieutenant Joseph de Brouillan de Saint-
Ovide led the expedition which included 200 men. They departed in the direction of St. 
John’s and disembarked discretely at night and attacked Fort Guillaume with a lot of 
force during the early hours. Very rapidly they took control of the fort. They had no 
difficulty either in taking over the two other St. John’s forts. The surprise attack was fatal 
to the English. The French Commander made 800 prisoners including Major Lloyd, 
Governor of the English establishments on the island. Saint-Ovide ordered the 
demolition of the three forts and returned to Plaisance. This was the second time St. 
John’s had been conquered by the French. In 1711, the British Navy attacked Plaisance 
with a fleet of 15 ships, 900 canons and 4,000 men but it failed with this attempt. This 
was however a short lived victory for the French. In Europe, France lost a number of 
battles which led to their withdrawal of the Netherlands and the 1713 Utrecht Treaty 
which followed, forced France to cede certain territories in North America to England. 
Hence from 1713 to 1783, Newfoundland fisheries were shared with the English in the 
Northern part (including St. John) and the French in the Southern part (including 
Plaisance). 

https://www.museedelhistoire.ca/musee-virtuel-de-la-nouvelle-france/les-explorateurs/pierre-le-moyne-diberville-1686-1702/
https://www.museedelhistoire.ca/musee-virtuel-de-la-nouvelle-france/les-explorateurs/pierre-le-moyne-diberville-1686-1702/
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The 1713 Utrecht Treaty was giving England the sovereignty over Newfoundland 
and was forbidding the permanent colonisation of the island by the French. On 
the other hand, it allowed France to use the North coast from Bonavista to Pointe Riche 
for performing seasonal fishing. French fishers were allowed to catch fish and make it 
dry on the so called “French Shore”. However they were obliged to leave when the 
fishing season was over in September.  

The Utrecht Treaty made the whole island an English colony but the French could 
stay in the Southern portion which includes Plaisance under the condition that 
they swear allegiance to the English Queen. Some settlers agreed to that but during 
the spring 1714, some of them returned to France. Others decided to move on to Île 
Royale (Cape Breton) which was under French control. They settled in Port Dauphin 
(formerly Sainte-Anne), Saint-Pierre (St. Peter’s) and Louisbourg. This group included 
116 men, 10 women and 23 children. At that time, Île Royale replaced Plaisance as the 
North Atlantic military and commercial base for France. 

Plaisance had 3 forts under the French presence (1662-1713) and the British 
added two more forts afterwards after renaming the village Placentia 

In 1658, given the state of war between France and England, Louis XIV put Captain 
Nicolas Gargot in charge of the Port of Plaisance and gave him the land concession 
running over a depth of 26 “lieus” in this area of Newfoundland. In 1660, a Royal 
Commission designated Nicolas Gargot as the Count of Plaisance and Governor of the 
island. In 1663, the population of Plaisance was estimated at 200 people, including 
soldiers, farmers and fishers. 

Recognising the strategic importance of this island, Louis XIV ordered the building of 
the Fort de Plaisance fortification in 1662. This fort was built on a plateau on Mount 
Pleasant, East of the village. It was constituted of wooden piles and earth ramparts. It 
was equipped with 32 canons to protect the Port entrance. This fort had a garrison of 25 
soldiers. This number increased to 150 in 1704. It reflected the growing importance of 
Plaisance for the French fishing fleet. In 1662, Louis XIV named Thalour de Perron as 
Governor.  
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However, Thalour de Perron did not have the profile of a governor. He is mostly busy 
with hunting and playing games. The inhabitants became quickly disenchanted with 
their leader and the colony was a mess. In 1663, the soldiers rebelled and executed the 
Governor, his brother and the chaplain. Meanwhile the colony suffered misery and 
famine. 

In 1663, Captain Nicolas Gargot, was en route to Québec with a planned stop in 
Plaisance. He had on board the new Governor of New France, De Mésy as well as 
Quebec’s first Bishop, De Laval. They dropped several farmers in Plaisance as well as 
detachment of soldiers, supplies and ammunitions. Plaisance had become a fortified 
post with some 200 soldiers, farmers and fishers. 

Why was Plaisance important to France? First because French fishers had fished there 
for over 160 years and cod fishing brought revenues five times more important to 
France than the fur trade. 

However, Fort de Plaisance was not equipped to properly defend the colony and in 
1687, France built Fort Royal at the top of a mountain facing Plaisance and the bay 
entrance. The British renamed it Castle Hill in 1714. 

A third fort named Fort Louis (Fort Saint-Louis according to Google and Wikipedia) 
was built in 1691 on the North “Jersey” side of the harbour. It had a circumference of 
300 steps with two bastions. It had a stone structure with 16 feet high walls and 8 feet 
wide. It included the Governor house and army barracks.  

Fort Louis and Fort Royal remained operational until the end of the French regime in 
Plaisance in 1713. Thanks to these fortifications, its soldiers and the skills of the 
inhabitants of this small colony, Plaisance was never conquered. However the Utrecht 
Treaty that year forced France to abandon its colony. Why was this colony important for 
the French economy? In 1712, the French Marine Minister Pontchartrain wrote that this 
port produced between 3-4 million pounds (today’s equivalent of $82-$110 million) per 
year worth of fishery products. It was clear that the British were keen in taking complete 
control of this resource. 

British possession: Their first move was to rename Plaisance for Placentia. They 
renamed Fort Royal as Castle Hill and the only made minor modifications. The 
importance of Placentia rapidly declined to the benefit of St. John’s. A more detailed 
description of the 3 forts built during the French period can be found at note 38. 

Historical moment: The abandoning of Plaisance by France became a historical 
turning point because the British gradually blocked the French access to its Canadian 
colony. The fall of Louisbourg in 1778 followed by that of Québec in 1759 and Montreal 
in 1760 closed this chapter. Hence one can say that the fall of Plaisance was the 
beginning of the end for New France… 

The following is an overview and mapping of the 5 forts which were built in Plaisance-
Placentia from 1662 for Fort de Plaisance, to the New Fort in 1740. Currently only 
Castle Hill is standing with its visitors centre. As for the current installation in Placentia 
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(Plaisance) there are ruins of fort, stone walls and artillery batteries as well as six 
smoothbore cannons. Thousands of authentic artefacts have been unearthed onsite—
cannon balls, fishhooks, tools, ceramics and more. Interactive exhibits at the Visitor 
Centre further unveil the fortification’s war-torn history of this impressive, battle-
hardened military installation. Parks Canada operates the visitor centre during the 
summer season.  
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FORTRESS OF LOUISBOURG (Painting by Lewis Parker, 1744) 
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By being chased from Plaisance through the Utrecht Treaty in 1713, France had to 
move its Atlantic defensive pillar to Île Royale (Cape Breton) and they immediately 
started the construction of the Fortress of Louisbourg. 

In 1713, France had built Port Dauphin and a limited naval support base at the former 
site of Fort Sainte-Anne. However, the winter icing conditions of the harbour led the 
French to choose another harbour on the southeastern part of Île Royale. The harbour, 
being ice-free and well protected, soon became a winter port for French naval forces on 
the Atlantic seaboard and they named it Havre Louisbourg after King Louis XIV.  

Things were relatively calm until the Fortress was besieged in 1745 by a New England 
force backed by a Royal Navy squadron. The New England attackers succeeded when 
the fortress capitulated on June 16, 1745. In 1748, the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, which 
ended the War of the Austrian Succession, restored Louisbourg to France in return for 
territory gained in the Austrian Netherlands and the British trading post at Madras in 
India. Maurepas, the Ministre de la marine, was determined to have it back. He 
regarded the fortified harbour as essential to maintaining French dominance in the 
fisheries of the area.  

Britain's American colonies were expanding into areas claimed by France by the 1750s, 
and the efforts of French forces and their Indian allies to seal off the westward passes 
and approaches through which American colonists could move west soon led to the 
skirmishes that developed into the French and Indian War in 1754. The conflict widened 
into the larger Seven Years' War by 1756, which involved all major European powers.  

A large-scale French naval deployment in 1757 fended off an attempted assault by the 
British. However, with inadequate French naval support the following year, a large 
British combined land and sea operation led to the capitulation of Louisbourg on July 
26, 1758 after a siege of six weeks. The fortress was used by the British as a launching 
point for its 1759 Siege of Quebec that culminated in the Battle of the Plains of 
Abraham. In 1760 the British conquered Ville-Marie (Montreal) and this brought an end 
of New France. 

Baie Saint-Georges Newfoundland: 

Some French fishing villages remained in NL over time but its French population was 
forced to assimilate into the English speaking society. Between 1820 and1860, a larger 
number of Acadians arrived to Newfoundland. Most of them originated from Cape 
Breton and the Magdalen Islands. Several set up at Baie Saint George which in 1830 
had a population of 1200 persons. A good number of them were farmers but others 
were fishers of cod, lobster and herring. The French presence in Baie Saint George was 
so important that the Catholic Church sent a priest there in 1850. At the end of that 
century, several Acadians were established on the Port-au-Port peninsula located at 
Baie Saint George. There is a good account of that related to the Baie Saint-George 
community (note 7).  
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Saint-Pierre and Miquelon: 

Following the defeat, the British and the French signed the Treaty of Paris in 1763 
whereby France lost all its North American colonies but was able to retain the small 
islands of Saint-Pierre and Miquelon for its fishing fleet. French fishing rights (with the 
exception of Saint-Pierre and Miquelon) dating back several centuries in the 
Newfoundland and Labrador waters came to a close in 1904 through a friendly accord 
between France and England.  

After 1904, France located all its fishing activities in the North Atlantic in the Saint-Pierre 
and Miquelon archipelago. Saint-Pierre is the smaller island but home to 86% of the 
population. Miquelon is constituted of three peninsulas. The archipelago is one of seven 
French territories in the Americas and the total population is 6,274 persons. 
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4- JACQUES CARTIER 

 

Jacques Cartier, sailor (born between June 7 and December 23 1491 at Saint-Malo, 
France; died on September 1, 1557 at Saint-Malo, France). Here is the best description 
of Cartier’s first expedition to Canada. The hyperlink helps with the accessing the 
interactive map: https://www.museedelhistoire.ca/musee-virtuel-de-la-nouvelle-
france/les-explorateurs/jacques-cartier-1534-1542/  

 

https://www.museedelhistoire.ca/musee-virtuel-de-la-nouvelle-france/les-explorateurs/jacques-cartier-1534-1542/
https://www.museedelhistoire.ca/musee-virtuel-de-la-nouvelle-france/les-explorateurs/jacques-cartier-1534-1542/
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We do not know how Cartier got initiated to sailing, but Saint-Malo, was during that 
period, one of the most important ports of Europe. In 1524, he would have accompanied  
Giovanni da Verrazzano and participated to the unofficial exploration of the French king. 
His past is not well documented. Employed as a sailor at an early age, Cartier and his 
companions sailed along the French coasts and then on to Newfoundland and South 
America (Brazil). Some ten years later, Jacques Cartier is a seasoned navigator and 
King François Ier mandates him to officially explore North America. There is no doubt 
that the maritime route he takes is familiar to him. It is in a favourable political context 
that this “Malouin navigator” was chosen to replace Verrazano who died during his last 
voyage. 
 
Towards the New Lands 

On March 19 1534, Cartier received his marching orders to « faire le voyage de ce 
royaume es Terres Neuves pour descouvrir certaines yles et pays où l’on dit qu’il se 
doibt trouver grant quantité d’or et autres riches choses ». 

On April 20, 1534, Cartier departs Saint-Malo with two ships and a crew of 61 sailors. In 
only 20 days, he reaches Newfoundland. The exploration takes place first along the 
territory already known by the Bretons fishermen. He starts with the Belle-Isle strait area 
and heads south in the direction of Cape Ray and then on to the Îles-de-la-Madeleine 
and Îles-Saint-Jean (PEI) but he did not recognise it as an island.  

Lie and possession  

Cartier then moves on to Baie of Chaleur on July 7, 1534 where he meets with a band 
of Micmacs. Both parties exchanged a few presents which is considered as the first 
commercial exchange between the French and the Indigenous peoples. 

Shortly after, Cartier reaches the Gaspé Bay. More than 200 Iroquois from Stadaconé 
(Québec) are there to fish. Initially faithful and cordial, relations sour when on July 24, 
Cartier takes possession of the territory. The 30ft high cross erected at Pointe-
Penouille, appears inconvenient to Donnacona, the Iroquois Chief. Fearing the 
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consequences of this unhappiness, Cartier lies in describing the cross as an 
insignificant navigation beacon. 

 

On July 25, he leaves the Gaspé area, heading for the Golf of Saint Lawrence. After 
navigating along the Anticosti Island, he heads back for Saint-Malo, arriving there on 
September 5. At that point, he has yet to discover the Saint Lawrence River. 

Indigenous peoples revelations: 

Jacques Cartier arrived in France with two precious trophies: Domagaya and 
Taignoagny, the sons of Donnacona who have been persuaded to follow them. They 
talk to Cartier about the Saint Lawrence River and the Kingdom of Saguenay, which 
became the target for the second voyage. It started on May 19, 1535 and Cartier was 
very convincing. His crew had doubled and he now had three ships:  la Grande 
Hermine, la Petite Hermine and l’Émérillon. 

Fifty days after their departure, a first vessel anchored on the coast of Newfoundland. 
On July 26th the fleet is reunited and the exploration resumes. On August 10th, the day 
of the Saint Lawrence, the explorer gives the name of that saint to a small bay but 
cartographers later on will apply it to the « grand fleuve de Hochelaga et chemyn de 
Canada » which leads to the interior of the continent « si loing que jamais homme 
n’avoit esté au bout. » which we translate as so far that never a man has reached the 
end. 
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From Saguenay to Hochelaga (Montreal) 

Sailing on the river to Stadaconé (Québec City), the ships pass by Île d’Anticosti and the 
mouth of the Saguenay River. Cartier set his headquarters on River Sainte Croix (St. 
Charles River in Québec City) and five days later, he embarks on the Emerillon ship and 
heads for Hochelaga (Montreal). He left the ship at Lac Saint-Pierre (Trois-Rivières) and 
continues on row boats to the Hochelaga Iroquois village on October 2. 

Almost 2,000 persons live there. The island and the village are dominated by a 
mountain which he names Mont Royal. His hosts talk to him about the riches of the 
West Country and also those of the Royaume du Saguenay. The rapids present at the 
North and South of the island of Montreal, prevent him to pursue further West. Cartier 
has to return to the Saint Charles River where he notes that relations with the Iroquois 
have deteriorated. An early winter menaces the French. 

Isolation, cold and scurvy 

From mid-November, ships were imprisoned in ice. December starts with an epidemic 
of scurvy. Hit first, the Iroquois are slow to deliver the secret of the anedda, herbal tea 
based on white cedar. It will save them. However 25 Frenchmen died out of 100 of 
them. 

On May 3, Cartier had a cross planted where they spent the winter. The same day, he 
captures 10 Iroquois, including Donnacona, the only one to be able to tell the king what 
marvels the country had available. 
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The return voyage started three days later, without the Petite Hermine. Passing by 
Newfoundland, Cartier discover the straight that bears the name of discoverer Giovanni 
Caboto. On July 16, 1536, Cartier arrived at Saint-Malo. 

The colonisation of Canada 

On October 17, 1540, François 1er asks Cartier to return to Canada with the view of 
setting the bases for colonisation. He would bear the title of “Capitaine Général”. 
However on January 15, 1541, Jean-François de La Roque de Roberval, a Huguenot 
courtier, supplant Cartier. 

Authorised by Roberval to leave, while he awaits the delivery of artillery pieces and 
other goods, Jacques Cartier leaves Saint-Malo on May 23, 1941. He leads 5 ships well 
equipped with food for two years including the Grande Hermine, l’Émérillon, le Saint-
Brieux and the Georges. 1,500 persons travel with him. The crossing lasted more than 
three months. 

Except for a young girl, all Iroquois died in France. Cartier acknowledges the death of 
Donnacona but he pretends that the others had decided to stay in France where they 
lived like lords, that they got married and that they did not want to return to Canada. 

Being no longer welcome to Stadaconé, farmers settled at the base of Cap Rouge 
named Charlesbourg Royal. This was a disastrous experience. Charlesbourg 
Royal (1541-1542), close to Québec City, became the first French establishment in 
North America. 
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This community of 400 inhabitants survived its first winter despite the severe cold and 
the Stadaconé Iroquois attacks and those of other villages. 

Established in 1541 by Jacques Cartier during his third and last voyage Charlesbourg-
Royal was a two-level community. There was a fort at the bottom of the cape and 
another one on the top near the mouth of the Cap Rouge River. Built at 40 metres 
above the shore line, the upper fort provided an ideal defence position. The lower fort 
was protected from the wind and provided docking facilities for ships. The two forts had 
three towers. Named after Charles du d’Orléans and third son of François 1er, 
Charlesbourg-Royal served as Cartier’s residence as well as that of 400 settlers during 
the winter 1541-1542. During that period, relations with the natives were difficult and 
several farmers died from scurvy. 

In June 1542, Cartier leaves the Saint Lawrence valley with the survivors. While in 
Newfoundland, he came across Roberval who was on his way to Québec. Cartier did 
not want to turn back and headed for Saint-Malo arriving in September. 

As for Roberval, he headed for Charlesbourg-Royal and spent the 1542-43 winter 
there. After experiencing a harsh winter, scurvy and adversity with the natives, he 
repatriated all survivors to France in 1543. 

In August 2006, Jean Charest, Premier of Québec and Yves Chrétien, an archeologist, 
announced the discovery of the Charlesbourg-Royal establishment long lost at Cap-
Rouge. Fragments of Italian ceramic (1540-1550) were found as well as wood pieces 
dating back to the XVIth century. 

Jacques Cartier Museum, Limoilou (St. Malo), France 
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5- RELIGIONS IN NEW FRANCE 

The first recorded Huguenot presence was that of Jean-François de La Roque de 
Roberval who had succeeded to supplant Jacques Cartier during the latter’s third 
voyage to Canada. He spent the winter 1542-43 at Charlesbourg Royal (Cap Rouge) 
but was forced to abandon the colonisation as we have seen earlier. Half a century 
later, Sieur Dugua de Mons, established the first colonisation of Acadia at Île Sainte-
Croix (Calais ME) in 1604. However the French authorities did not like the new colony to 
endure any other than Catholic Religion in its ranks and Cardinal Richelieu officially 
banned Protestants to settle in New-France in 1627 and required the confiscation of 
their possessions. It is the period where Champlain was still living in New France. He 
was raised in the Protestant city of Brouage, South of La Rochelle, the centre of the 
French Protestant movement. He obviously needed a conversion to the Catholic 
Religion to pursue his colonisation efforts in New France. Sailors and merchants active 
in North America came from the French Atlantic seaboard which was mostly protestant. 
In addition, many soldiers of the Carignan-Salières Regiment (1665) were protestant. 
The army was welcoming them with open arms and had no issue with whatever religion 
they professed. 

The Catholic Church was nonetheless unhappy that Huguenots were still allowed to 
immigrate to the colony. They put in place a campaign to convert established 
Protestants with the assistance of civil authorities. Measures are deployed against non-
Catholics: interdiction to practice cult rituals and exclusion from several professions 
such as medicine, pharmacy, midwife, controller, clerk, brigadier, archer, bailiff, notary 
and judge. They were forced to send their children to Catholic Schools. Protestants 
were not allowed to form groupings, perform birth, marriage and death ceremonies and 
no separate cemeteries. 

In general, New-France preferred to ignore the Protestants existence, even after the 
English conquest. The linguistic identity was totally mixed with the French language and 
Catholicism. The English conquerors felt happy with this state of affairs and endorsed it. 

The religious militancy which tore Europe apart on several occasions including the “One 
Hundred years War” will not be transposed in New-France. The Huguenots therefore 
discretely converted to Catholicism and became fully integrated to the society. Over 
time, the Persecuted Huguenots in France did not hesitate to settle in England and 
United States. For example, Paul Revere (Paul Rivoire) became an American hero in 
the War of Independence of United States in 1776. 

 

Notre-Dame-des-Victoires is 

Québec’s oldest church. 

Construction started in 1687 

and was completed in 1723 
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6- SAMUEL DE CHAMPLAIN 

  

On the traces of Jacques Cartier 

Samuel de Champlain survived to 27 crossings of the Atlantic from 1599-1633. This is 
no exaggeration because each crossing was life threatening and many sailors died of 
scurvy. 

Around 1602, King Henri IV awards the title of royal geographer to Samuel de 
Champlain. With a fur monopoly, Ayman de Chaste established a trading post at 
Tadoussac. He invites Champlain to join his expedition. The mission he gives him is 
clear: Explore New-France, study river navigation and seek an ideal location for a 
trading post. 

Champlain departs the port of Honfleur on March 15, 1603. He intends to recreate 
the voyage of Jacques Cartier in 1535. He navigates part of the Saguenay River and 
learns about Hudson Bay. He continues on the Saint-Lawrence River all the way to 
Hochelaga (Montreal). At that time, there is no trace left of the Iroquois village that 
Cartier had seen. The Sault Saint-Louis (Lachine rapids) still seems impossible to get 
through. Thanks to his guides, Champlain learns that beyond the rapids, three great 
lakes (Ontario, Erie, and Huron) can be explored. Champlain and his compatriots return 
to France where they arrived on September 20, 1603 and he publishes his trip notes 
entitled “Savages or Voyage of Samuel Champlain”. 

Acadia and the Atlantic coast 

On November 8, 1603, King Henri IV gives a commission to Pierre Dugua de 
Mons, to establish a colony in Acadia, in the capacity of “Lieutenant General” in 
North America. In exchange of the 10 year fur trade monopoly, de Mons committed to 
bringing 60 farmers per year to this colony.  
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In March 1604, the King authorises Champlain to participate in this expedition with the 
promise to deliver a trip report. Two ships left Honfleur, Normandy, on April 7, 1604, the 
Bonne Renommée and the Don de Dieu. At the beginning of May 1604, they land at 
Port-au-Mouton (Nova Scotia). On June 24, they decide to set up at Île Sainte-Croix 
(Calais, ME) on a temporary basis. Champlain helped with the construction of a house 
on that island. They use mostly materials brought from France to build the facilities. The 
winter 1604 to 1605 was terrible. The scurvy killed 35 or 36 of the French inhabitants 
which initially totalled 79 persons. The ice on the river prevented them to obtain survival 
resources from the mainland.  

On September 1605, the colony is moved to Port Royal and a new “Habitation” is built. 
While farmers cultivate the soil, build facilities, fish and hunt, Champlain performs his 
exploratory mission. He maps out the coasts always looking for the most hospitable 
settling locations. His three year stay in Acadia allows him to do a detailed exploration 
of the Atlantic Coast, a 1,500 km expedition ranging from Maine to the South of Cape 
Cod. The adventure came to an end in the summer 1607 when the King of France 
cancelled the de Mons fur trading monopoly. Hence the whole colony had to sail back to 
France. The following is an interactive map accessible through this link: 
https://www.museedelhistoire.ca/musee-virtuel-de-la-nouvelle-france/les-
explorateurs/samuel-de-champlain-1604-1616/  

 

François Gravé Du Pont (Pont-Gravé): He is known to have traded furs in the New 
France, since maybe 1580, surely before 1599, reaching Trois-Rivières in that 
year. In 1600, he and Pierre de Chauvin de Tonnetuit founded a fur trading post at 
Tadoussac. 

https://www.museedelhistoire.ca/musee-virtuel-de-la-nouvelle-france/les-explorateurs/samuel-de-champlain-1604-1616/
https://www.museedelhistoire.ca/musee-virtuel-de-la-nouvelle-france/les-explorateurs/samuel-de-champlain-1604-1616/
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In 1603 Gravé returned there, with two Montagnais Indians having lived in France for 
the last year, and accompanied by a new observer, Samuel de Champlain. They went 
all the way to Hochelaga together using Gravé’s skills with the native population. 

And then in 1604, he was put in charge of Pierre Dugua de Mons business and 
Champlain accompanied them for the foundation of Acadia. He was the commander of 
this small colony established at Port Royal after the return to France of Dugua de Mons 
in 1605. On April 5, 1608 under Commander François Gravé Du Pont, le Lièvre ship 
departs from Honfleur for pursuing fur trading in Tadoussac. Shortly after, on April 18, 
Champlain departs from Honfleur on board the Don de Dieu ship heading for 
Tadoussac and Québec.  

Gravé was the first to arrive in Tadoussac where he encountered Basque fishers and 
traders. The encounter quickly soured when Gravé insisted that the Basque were not 
authorised to practice their trade there. Gravé was seriously injured in the brawl that 
followed. Champlain arrived shortly afterwards and skillfully negotiated a settlement with 
the Basque who were primarily interested in catching whales. 

If François Gravé was first a merchant, he was liked by the First Nations; he played an 
important role in the colonisation of New France. Very close to Champlain, he has been 
during many years a big helper as supply captain. He was still there with Champlain 
when the Kirke brothers conquered Québec in 1629.  



31 
 

Foundation of Québec by Samuel de Champlain, 1608 

In 1608, Samuel de Champlain wants to return to the Saint Lawrence valley and 
more precisely to Stadaconé which he calls Québec. According to him, no other 
location is as well suited for fur trading and the search for the famous passage to China. 
It is only during the third voyage that he will learn about the Lac Saint Jean. He founded 
the permanent establishment in Québec on July 3, 1608. 

  

  

Rapidly, Champlain directed the work to build the “Abitation” made of wood at the space 
currently occupied by the Notre-Dame-des-Victoires Church. The building serves as 
residence, a store and a fort. It quickly becomes a meeting place where different native 
nations come in to trade their furs against French goods. 

Saint Lawrence Iroquoians 

welcome Samuel de 

Champlain, on board of Le 

Don de Dieu, when arriving 

at Québec in 1608. 

However this is a fictive 

image because Champlain 

left the ship in the 

Tadoussac harbour while 

he continued his trip to 

Québec by row boat. Samuel de Champlain supervises the construction 

of the first « habitation » in Québec at the base of 

«Cap aux Diamants »  

He is with the 27 workers he brought with him: 

carpenters, labourers and wood cutters. Mandated by 

Pierre Dugua de Mons, who owns the fur trade 

monopoly, Champlain is here to establish a trade post.  

Champlain installs his enterprise on today’s Place 

Royale, a natural port for the French fleet. This is an 

ideal site because one can observe from the height of 

Cap Diamant, the comings and goings on the Saint 

Lawrence River.  
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During the summer and fall 1608, Champlain pushes very hard on his men to complete 
the building before the arrival of winter. It is during this time frame that a mutiny is being 
organised by locksmith Jean Duval. The latter had imagined this plot before leaving 
France. The intent was to kill Champlain and sell New France to the Spanish Basques. 
The very same who attacked Pont-Gravé’s group in Tadoussac earlier. Champlain 
heard about this plot and arrested the four individuals involved. Duval was judged and 
sentenced to death. His head is chopped and planted on a picket in the middle of the 
fort. The three other individuals were sent back to France to be judged. 

As anticipated, winter came early in Québec. Hence followed scurvy hit very hard. Out 
of 28 men, only 8 survived including Champlain, Étienne Brûlé, pilot Laroutte and 
Nicolas Marsolet the only one who eventually raised a family in New France. On the 9th 
of June, 1609, the survivors saw a small boat approaching on the St. Lawrence River. It 
was led by Captain Claude Godet and they landed on the Beauport shore. He and his 
sailors unloaded badly needed food which was highly celebrated by the survivors. This 
shipment was transported from Tadoussac where the main ship led by Pont-Gravé was 
anchored. Champlain immediately departed for Tadoussac to get the latest news from 
France. He learned that the fur monopoly awarded to Pierre Duga de Mons had not 
been renewed and fur trade was now completely open. Another bad news was the order 
for Champlain to return to France in the fall to debrief De Mons.  

Conscious that he had to protect his New France vision, Champlain decided then to 
launch an expedition against the Iroquois (Agniers) with the help of friendly tribes: 
Montagnais, Hurons and Algonquins. On June 28th 1609, Champlain left Québec with 
two row boats filled with soldiers. They were followed by a flotilla of canoes with 
hundreds of Indian warriors. In the middle of this expedition it was decided to repatriate 
half of the soldiers to Québec to ensure its protection. Champlain continued on 
accompanied by the Indians and twelve soldiers. They passed by Trois Rivières and 
continued their trip to the entrance of the Richelieu River (Iroquois River). They followed 
it all the way to a 200 km long lake which Champlain named after himself. He was the 
first European to penetrate this region. The expedition converged towards Crown Point 
(Ticonderoga) where they confronted the enemy. With his war skills, Champlain made 
sure to get as close as possible to the enemy before launching the attack. When this 
was achieved, he moved quickly to the front line with his “arquebuse” loaded with 4 
projectiles. He was able to identify some leaders and fired four bullets at once. This 
action killed two chiefs and another Iroquois. Then two other arquebusiers shot more 
Iroquois, including another chief. This sent a panic movement among the Iroquois who 
tried to escape but in the end were either exterminated or made prisoners. This was 
Champlain first and one of the most important victories which help with the New France 
settlement along the Saint Lawrence River. 

Obeying the order to return to France, Champlain and his friend Pont-Gravé departed 
Québec in September and arrived there in a relatively short time span. In October 
Champlain meets with King Henri IV and the sieur De Mons to explain the situation in 
New France. 
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Champlain returns: Having succeeded to successfully plea the merits of New France, 
Champlain returns to Canada during the spring 1610. He stops first in Tadoussac which 
is filled with ships from the Basque Region, Normandy and Britany. This was the result 
of ending the previous year fur monopoly. Afterwards, Champlain continues on to 
Québec and noted that the colony was in good health. However, the allied First Nations 
were anxious for him to fight back the Iroquois which were terrorising them all the time. 
The Iroquois had built a fort 5 km into the Richelieu River and it was impossible to 
dislodge them. With the help of a few soldiers, Champlain coordinated the attack of the 
fort. It was a very difficult battle but Champlain prevailed and some 100 Iroquois 
warriors perished. Champlain almost lost his life after an arrow pierced his throat. 
Fortunately he survived. 

From the Ottawa River to Lake Huron 

In 1611, Champlain arrives at the Hochelaga Archipelago (Montreal). He finds an ideal 
port location and creates the Place Royale around which the village will evolve after 
1642. 

A more significant fact, he succeeds to go beyond the Lachine rapids, becoming with 
the exception of Étienne Brûlé, the first European to explore the Saint Lawrence River 
beyond Hochelaga. In 1609, Champlain gives Étienne Brûlé the mandate to integrate 
into the Huron community, learn their language and customs. He is known to be the first 
European to discover at least four of the five Great Lakes. Brûlé’s linguistic and 
geographic knowledge helped Champlain with his exploration of the Ottawa River and 
on to Lake Huron, always pursuing the objective of finding the route towards China. 
Brûlé’s personal life as a « Coureur de Bois » was not well liked by the Clergy but the 
supreme insult was Brûlé’s siding with the Kirke Brothers for the 1628 conquest of 
Québec. 

Back to Champlain, his 1612 mandate read: « chercher chemin facile pour aller au païs 
de la Chine. » Like most explorers who will come after him, they could not perform this 
mission without the help of first nations. The following year, he traveled the Ottawa 
River to Île aux Allumettes. This allowed him to reach the heart of Ontario and discover 
Lake Huron on August 1, 1615.  
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Hyperlink: https://www.museedelhistoire.ca/musee-virtuel-de-la-nouvelle-france/les-
explorateurs/samuel-de-champlain-1604-1616/  

This expedition is the last in which Champlain will participate. During the following 
years, he concentrated on the establishment of a French colony in the Saint Lawrence 
Valley, a project which rested on the populating of Québec. Champlain proceeded to 
publish his Voyages to New France, he keeps his commanding responsibilities for the 
Saint Lawrence valley but the Récollets Fathers were formally excluded from the colony 
to make room for the influential and prosperous Jesuits. The Jesuits were also 
members of the “Compagnie de la Nouvelle-France” as well as Champlain and Cardinal 
Richelieu. 

1618 Ten years after the foundation of Québec  

Champlain returns to France to make a plea for the young colony. It is short on people 
and under developed. He has however created important links with the aboriginal 
population and he is able to present important situational statements in 1618, one to 
King Louis XIII and the other to the French Chamber of commerce. The following is his 
estimates of revenues that can be achieved broken down in specific sectors: 

- Fisheries    1,000,000 - 2,000,000 
- Lumber    400,000 
- Wood derivatives   500,000 
- Mines    1,000,000 
- Hemp    300,000 
- Cables and canvas  400,000 
- Furs     400,000 
- Agriculture    400,000 

https://www.museedelhistoire.ca/musee-virtuel-de-la-nouvelle-france/les-explorateurs/samuel-de-champlain-1604-1616/
https://www.museedelhistoire.ca/musee-virtuel-de-la-nouvelle-france/les-explorateurs/samuel-de-champlain-1604-1616/
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For this estimate, Champlain recognises the important role of the fur trade but he does 
not consider it as the most important element of development for the colony. He 
envisages a diversified economic program based on the exploitation of raw materials. 
For example, the New France wood is excellent for naval construction and furniture 
production. The vessels made in New France would serve to transport diverse 
merchandise to the mother country. As for agriculture, it was mostly aimed at making 
the colony self-sufficient. 

The commercial aspect was important but it was meant to sustain colonisation which is 
the first preoccupation of Champlain. Until then, the New France population was mostly 
composed of merchants and religious orders. Most of them were returning to France at 
the end of their contracts. To encourage colonisation, Champlain proposes to provide 
sufficient incentives to farmers willing to move their families to New France. 

With the Champlain leadership, new fortifications are built in 1620. In addition, several 
new administrative functions such as military, justice and religious order became 
implanted there. More details on this subject can be found at note 33. 

Two British attacks on Québec: In 1628, the Kirke brothers, basically English 
merchants, turned high seas pirates, took it upon themselves to attack French 
establishments in Acadia and Tadoussac, Québec. They seized several ships and 
properties along the way. They went all the way to Québec City and asked Champlain 
to surrender. The latter used his flair to convince the Kirke brothers not to attack this 
time. They went back to England where they were celebrated as heroes. However 
Champlain had exhausted all his resources and when they came back in 1629, he was 
forced into a peaceful rendition.  

To the great displeasure of Champlain, four Frenchmen decided to join the Kirke 
brothers. Two of them were the well-known interpreters Étienne Brûlé and Nicolas 
Marsolet. Étienne Brûlé eventually went back to live with the Hurons but they killed and 
cannibalised him in 1633. With regard to Marsolet, he lived a happier life as he 
remained the chief interpreter for the French with the Montagnais. He acquired his own 
boat and became a respectable and prosperous fur trader. He was nick named “the little 
king of Tadoussac”. After Champlain’s death, he became sedentary and married a 
French girl, Marie Le Barbier. They had 10 children. He was awarded the Seigneurie de 
Bellechasse on October 6, 1637 from the Compagnie des Cent Associés. He continued 
to accumulate properties in various Québec locations over the years. He died peacefully 
in Québec on May 15, 1677at the respectable age of 90. 

During the fall of 1629, Champlain was brought to England by the Kirke brothers and for 
several months he used the services of the French ambassador who intervened with 
King Charles 1st protesting that the Suze Treaty setting the peace between France and 
England as of April 29, 1629, made the Québec conquest in July, illegal. Charles 1st 
accepted this interpretation but before settling, he needed to receive the promised 
second half of his spouse endowment from King Louis XIII. The spouse was Henriette 
Marie, the sister of Louis XIII and it was valued at 2,400,000 pounds. After a long 
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procrastination, Louis XIII accepted to pay the endowment and on March 29, 1632 the 
Saint-Germain-en-Laye Treaty was signed which resulted in the restitution of Acadian 
and Québec. 

Champlain was rewarded for his effort with the title of Lieutenant Général of New 
France and Champlain made it back on May 22, 1633 after being away for four years. 
One of the largest contributors to New France colonisation was Robert Giffard from the 
Perche region of France. His long-time friend Champlain gave him the Seigneurie de 
Beauport on January 15, 1634. Giffard was extremely effective in recruiting farmers 
from his area. A few of the most popular names include the Tremblay, Gagnon, Rivard, 
Cloutier, Pelletier, Boucher etc. 

Champlain had a severe heart attack in October 1635 and died in Québec on December 
25 that year. 150 people were living in the colony at that time, including 35 from Perche. 

In the book “Le rêve de Champlain-2011”, American historian David Hackett Fischer 
produced an extensive portrait of all the accomplishments of this famous explorer, 
soldier, spy, artist, cartographer and expert navigator. Champlain had a true vision of a 
new world order based on the amalgamation of the diverse cultures living in harmony 
with one another. For 30 years, he crisscrossed territories which today include six 
provinces and five US States. He battled the Iroquois to bring a certain level of peace in 
New France but he also delivered vigorous pleas with the French monarchs (Henri IV, 
Marie de Médicis and Louis XIII) to gain their material support for the colony. Having 
lived the religious wars in Europe, he was a keen preacher of tolerance among nations 
and cultures. He therefore fully deserves the title of principal founder of New France. 

New France administration: 

 
- Compagnie de la Nouvelle-France or Compagnie des Cent -Associés or 

Compagnie du Canada (April 29 1627 - February 24 1663) 
- Compagnie des Indes Occidentales (1663-1674) 
- Conseil Souverain de la Nouvelle-France (1674-1760) 

The « Compagnie de la Nouvelle-France » also known as « Compagnie des Cent-
Associés » or « Compagnie du Canada » was the very first attempt at French 
colonisation in North America. Samuel de Champlain and Richelieu were among the 
100 shareholders who owned this company. They each provided an investment of 3,000 
pounds, which constituted a very good starting base for this company. It became 
operational on April 29 1627 and it is the first European company to set up in Canada 
in the XVII th century.  

The company obtained from the king, the general trade monopoly for ever and that for 
the fur trade for 15 years. This was to be matched by the company recruiting and 
installing at its expense 4,000 farmers, including 300 the first year. They were also 
responsible for the administration of the colony, ensure its defence and seek to convert 
the first nations to Catholicism. 
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Not entirely happy with the performance of the company, Louis XIV decided to dissolve 
the Compagnie de la Nouvelle France on February 24, 1663. He replaced it with the « 
Compagnie des Indes Occidentales» which was again dissolved in December 1674. It 
was then replaced by the « Conseil Souverain de la Nouvelle-France ». 

 

The three most important persons to sit on its board were the Governor, the Bishop and 
the Intendant. The latter presided over the deliberations. All members are chosen 
among the French nobles and they are accountable to the Secretary of State at the 
Marine of France. In addition, the Conseil Souverain had 9 high level administrators 
responsible for legislations, justice and general administration. This regime lasted until 
the 1760 conquest by the British. 

In 1632, Richelieu gave Champlain a commission as Lieutenant General of New 
France, along with other titles and responsibilities, but not that of Governor. Under the 
new regime, the Récollet Brothers are formally excluded to make room to the Jesuits 
who were prosperous and influential. They were supported by Cardinal Richelieu and 
the Compagnie de la Nouvelle-France as they both have shares in that company. 
Champlain had a severe stroke in October 1635 and he died on December 25. He was 
buried in Québec. Champlain had just finished publishing his book describing his 
Voyages in New France. 150 French people were living in the colony at that time. 

The Conseil Souverain de la 

Nouvelle-France 
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Foundation of Ville-Marie (Montréal) 1642 
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7- DE CARIGNAN-SALIÈRES REGIMENT AND  « FILLES DU ROI » 

  

In 1665, pressed to save his New France colony, Louis XIV consented to help and sent 
1,300 soldiers from the De Carignan-Salières Regiment. It was led by Alexandre de 
Prouville de Tracy, Lieutenant General for the King armies. They were to eradicate the 
constant menace from the Iroquois (Mohawks) nations known as Agniers under the 
French regime. 

The soldiers first built three forts along the Richelieu River. Fort Saint-Louis, Fort 
Sainte-Thérèse and Fort Richelieu. The Iroquois were using this river to attack French 
settlements along the St. Lawrence River. With the three forts, the French were in a 
position to fight back the Iroquois. 

The first expedition took place in the middle of winter and it was a failure. However the 
second expedition which took place in the fall 1666 was much better. It was led by 
Lieutenant General Tracy who was particularly motivated to avenge the recent death of 
his nephew at the hands of the Iroquois. The 1,200 men Regiment did not meet any 
resistance because the Iroquois recognised their inferiority and decided to flee in the 
woods. The Regiment pillaged and burnt the five Agniers villages that they encountered. 
Eight months later, in March 1667, a peace treaty was signed between the French and 
the Iroquois. 

With the ending of the Regiment’s mission, the soldiers were brought back to France 
except for the 400 who decided to stay in New France. They were granted free plots of 
land along the St. Lawrence River. However there was a severe shortage of women at 
that time in the colony. In 1666 there were 719 single males aged between 16 and 40 
and just 45 single women in the same age group. Louis XIV had decided three years 
earlier to make a bold move by sending several ship loads of “Filles du Roi” between 
1663 and 1673. They were single women and a few widows who all received free 
passage to Québec as well as several objects to start a family and a certain 
endowment. It is estimated that 770 “Filles du Roi” immigrated to New France during 
that period. According to an article of the Journal de Montréal dated May 7, 2018, no 
less than 3 555 591 individuals spread over 15 generations originate from the “Filles du 
Roi”. 

The advent of the Regiment Carignan-Salières and its 400 soldiers who decided to form 
families with the “Filles du Roi” is probably the principal contributor to the sustainability 
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of the New France Colony in North America. The ultimate moment of peace came 35 
years later with the “Grande Paix de Montréal” treaty signed in 1701. Sieur de Callière 
represented New France and 39 chiefs signed for the First Nations.  

8- PERMANENT FOUNDATION OF ACADIA 1632 

It was in 1632 that King Charles from England cedes back Acadia and Québec to 
France through the Saint-Germain-en-Laye treaty. We have seen earlier in the 
section on Champlain, that Québec had also been reclaimed through the same 
treaty. The English Company of Adventurers lost its rights in Acadia. The English-Scots 
of Port Royal are repatriated and their installations destroyed.  

Named Governor and Vice-Roy of Acadia by the King of France in 1632, Isaac de 
Razilly who is a member of the “Compagnie de la Nouvelle-France” takes back 
possession of Port Royal the same year but set up his establishment at “La Hève” (La 
Have, NS). De Razilly was a successful marine officer coming from a noble family. 
Cardinal Richelieu liked him so much that initially he wanted to send him to Québec 
instead of Acadia but he refused this proposal insisting that his friend Champlain was 
much better equipped for this task. Richelieu reluctantly accepted this proposal but 
limited Champlain’s title to Lieutenant General. Isaac de Razilly, accompanied by his 
second in command, Nicolas Denys, arrived at La Hève (NS) on September 8, 1632 
with three vessels and 300 men. He was Vice-Roy and Governor of Acadian from 1632 
to his premature death in December 1635 at the young age of 48. Strangely he and his 
friend Champlain died the same month and year. 

Merchant at La Rochelle, France, Nicolas Denys was an agent and representative of 
the Compagnie de Nouvelle-France in 1632 and was invited to join de Razilly’s 
expedition. Denys was mandated to recruit volunteers for the expedition and the 
gathering of the proper equipment. The expedition included some 300 men who 
boarded three vessels. They arrived at La Hève (Bridgewater) on September 8, 1632. 
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This expedition arrived 24 years after the foundation of Québec and ten years before 
the foundation of Montreal. Historians agree on this presence as the first permanent 
French settlement in Acadia. 

Important dates and places: 

Miramichi N.B.: Founded around 1648 by Nicolas Denys. The Miramichi village is 
fortified around 1680 by Richard Denys de Fronsac, the son of Nicolas.   

Fort Sainte-Anne, Île Royale: In 1629, Charles Daniel built the first fortifications using 
the services of Scottish prisoners. Fort Sainte Anne (Englishtown, NS) was a fur trading 
post, fishing port and it became the first Jesuit mission in North America. In 1651, 
Simon Denys, brother of Nicolas, set up his fishing and fur trade operations in that 
village.  

Fort Saint-Pierre, Île Royale: Nicolas Denys built a fort there in 1650 for the purpose 
of fishing and fur trading with the Micmac’s which inhabited the region. Today, known as 
St. Peter’s, the village houses the Nicolas Denys museum. It is a very important figure 
in the History of Canada because in 1654, King Louis XIV reconfirmed the rights of 
Denys for the whole Saint Lawrence Golf.  

Nipisiguit (Bathurst, NB): This trading post was founded and fortified by Nicolas Denys 
in 1652. It is the location where Denys wrote his two-tome description of Acadian life in 
1670. He went back to France shortly after to have it published with the objective of 
attracting more settlers to Acadia. Denys returned to Nipisiguit afterwards and died 
there in either 1687 or 1688.  

Miscou NB: Jacques Cartier landed there in July 1534 and explored the region during 
the next few days. En 1619, the « Association des marchands de Bordeaux » 
established a fishing post at Miscou. David Kirke and his brothers captured Miscou on 
July 18, 1628 before moving on to Québec. The signature of the Saint-Germain-en-Laye 
Treaty in 1632, gives back Acadia, including Miscou to France. This allows French 
fishermen to return to Miscou. The mission Saint-Charles was founded in 1634 by the 
Jesuits with the objective to evangelize the Micmac’s. In 1645, Nicolas Denys had 
trading activities in the Baie of Chaleur and the Golf of Saint Lawrence. He erected 
fortifications at Petite-Rivière-de-l'Île, just South of Miscou. In 1647, Menou d’Aulnay, 
cousin of Razilly, expulsed Nicolas Denys from Miscou. 

Fort Chedabouctou (Guysborough, NS): In 1659, Nicolas Denys set up a trading post 
at Chedabouctou but in 1667 he loses it to the benefit of the French merchant by the 
name of Sieur de La Giraudière.  

9- NICOLAS DENYS,  A HISTORY FULL OF CLIFF HANGERS: 

The first permanent French settlement in Nova Scotia took place in 1632 as we have 
seen before. Around 1633, Nicolas Denys set up a fishing post in Port Rossignol 
(Liverpool NS). In 1634, the Acadia Commander gave him a well forested land 
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concession at La Hève. The following year, he started cutting white oak, transforming it 
in beams and planks and exporting it to France on Razilly’s vessels. Razilly was his 
partner for this enterprise. This constituted the first forest harvesting operation in 
Canada. Nicolas Denys has therefore the merit of having been the very first forest 
processor and entrepreneur in New France. 
 
It is interesting to note that some virgin forests had several oak trees, to the great 
satisfaction of Denys. According to him the best oak trees grow up along the 
Pentagouet River (Penobscot River, ME). These trees served for the construction of 
ships as well as boxes for transporting merchandise. He mentions several other tree 
species such as pine, spruce, fir, maple, beech, walnut, aspen, birch etc. These woods 
were used for the production of household items and for export. 
 
Denys informs us of the particular use of these trees. The beech trees were used for the 
production of ship siding boards. It was also used for the production of oars which in 
certain instances reached 50 feet in length.  The mignonon or black birch was used in 
framing and the production of rifle mounts. Pine was widely used for the production of 
planks for navy and land construction. Black spruce was excellent for ship masts. Fir 
was widely used for interior trimmings, furniture, flooring etc. Red pine, black spruce 
and fir were used to produce tar pitch. 
 
These are several examples of the different uses and applications of wood species 
readily available in Acadia. It is unfortunate that Denys did not give us more precise 
statistics on his lumber trade. We can deduct however that it was quite important based 
on the loss of 20,000 pounds that Menou d’Aulnay caused him around 1635. One can 
extrapolate that his businesses generated at least 10,000 pounds per year. 
 
In his capacity of agent for the “Compagnie de la Nouvelle-France”, Denys arranged for 
several skilled tradesmen to come to the colony: wood cutters, carpenters, fishers, 
sailors and salt workers. He recruited not only for New France but also for places such 
as Guadeloupe and other French territories. In a 1637 contract, he is designated as a 
noble man and ship captain at the King’s service. 
 
The death of Razilly at the end of 1635 was a hard blow for the colony in general 
and more particularly for Denys. 
 
One of the Razilly lieutenants, Charles de Menou d’Aulnay, took charge immediately. 
He refused any lumber exports by Denys. He even seized a Denys’ vessel without 
compensation. This ship contained cod for Portugal. This was to become the first of 
several misfortunes for Denys. However, he was totally dedicated to the development of 
Acadia and to a certain extent, he continued to exercise his entrepreneur activities. 
However, with the continued harassment of d’Aulnay, he decided to return to La 
Rochelle and his job of agent with the Compagnie de la Nouvelle-France. In this 
capacity, he organised his own fish and fur trade expeditions on the Coast of 
Newfoundland and in the Golf of Saint Lawrence. 
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Newfoundland (Terre-Neuve) 
 
Nicolas Denys is one of the first fishermen in Canadian history to use the term “Banc” 
with precision. He provided a detailed description of fishing modes. His writing is in 
ancient French but we provide here an approximate translation. He starts with the green 
cod (morue verte) which is popular with Parisians. It was fished on the Great Banks of 
Newfoundland. The Bank is a large mountain to be found underwater and spreads over 
25 “lieues” or 120 km from the NL coast. 

In fact, there are several mountains in those areas. Hence there are several banks. 
There is the Grand Bank, Bank Saint-Pierre, Bank of the Widows, Green Bank and the 
Banquereau. Fishers accustomed to this area have mapped out those banks using 
depth lines to measure each location. They did not need maps to locate the banks. The 
Grand Bank off NL measured 480 KM. Its highest summit reaches 42.5 metres below 
the surface but it did have a plateau at a depth of for 255 metres. Fisheries in that area 
run over a distance of 320 KM with a 108 KM wide band. Beyond that bank, depths can 
reach 2,500 metres. 

In August 1640, Denys is involved with a fur trading activity in La Rochelle. Three years 
later, he was using the honorary title of Counsellor and Secretary to the King. 
From 1640 to 1645, Denys hires several farmers for both Guadeloupe and New France.  
In 1645 he heads for the island of Miscou (NB) where he established a fort South of the 
village to serve as a fur trading and fishing post. He also helps farmers start some form 
of agriculture by clearing land and planting seeds. This did not sit well with d’Aulnay 
who possessed at that time the Royal Commission as Governor of Acadia. He refused 
to the Compagnie de la Nouvelle France the right to award this privilege to Denys 
without his consent. Therefore in 1647 he captured the Miscou post and expulsed 
Denys. He initially promised some compensation to Denys but he was not faithful to that 
promise. 
 
It is possible that after this reversal, Denys built a trading post at Miramichi in 1648. 
After that, archives indicate that after the death of d’Aulnay in 1650, Denys went on to 
Saint Pierre (Cape Breton) and his brother Simon headed to Sainte-Anne (Cape Breton) 
to engage into fishing and fur trading activities. 
 
In 1651, the Compagnie de la Nouvelle-France, concluded an agreement with the 
Compagnie subalterne de Miscou to pay back Denys. However, the widow of 
d’Aulnay was not in agreement with this and in the fall of 1651, she sent soldiers to the 
ports of Saint-Pierre and Sainte-Anne to make the two Denys prisoners. They were 
brought to Québec to face justice. However, authorities judged that the widow’s claim 
was not well founded and the two Denys were liberated and they returned to their 
respective villages. Enterprising Nicolas established a trading post a Nipisiguit 
(Bathurst, NB) in 1652 while maintaining his activities at Saint Pierre. When Menou 
d’Aulnay died, he owed a large sum of money to the La Rochelle merchant Emmanuel 
Le Borgne. Hence in 1653, the latter seized Deny’s possessions in Saint Pierre and 
Nipisiguit. He then sent Denys to Port Royal to have him imprisoned. Shortly after, 
Denys was allowed to return to France. Upon his arrival the persuasive Nicolas Denys 
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pleaded for his rights indicating that he had set up his trading posts with the consent of 
the Compagnie de la Nouvelle France. The King was persuaded of the validity of Denys’ 
claim and he allowed for the restitution of the forts but did not offer compensation. 
 

10- SUPER CONCESSION TO NICOLAS DENYS 1654 

On December 3, 1653, the “Compagnie de la Nouvelle-France and that of Miscou” 
gave a « life » concession to Nicolas Denys which reads: 

« Les païs, terres, bois, costes, ports et isles scituéz en la grande baye de Saint 
Laurent à commencer depuis le Cap de Canceaux jusques au Cap des Roziers », 
comprenant les îles de Terre-Neuve, du Cap-Breton, Saint-Jean et autres îles 
adjacentes ». In essence, this was the rights for fur and fish trading for the whole 
Golf of Saint Lawrence. 

On January 30, 1654, King Louis XIV named Nicolas Denys Governor and 
Lieutenant Général of all of Acadia. He awarded him, in addition to the fur trade 
monopoly, the « pouvoir de faire une Compagnie sédentaire de la pêche des 
molües [...] et autres poissons qui se trouveront dans toute l’estendue dudit pays, 
coste de la Cadië, jusques aux Virginies Isles adjacentes ». It was an immense 
territory where only a King could have such a claim in Europe. Nicolas Denys 
property was equivalent to the totality of the French Atlantic Seaboard, nothing 
less.  
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Nicolas Denys therefore has the exclusivity for all fishing sites in the Golf of Saint 
Lawrence. He could do fur trade with the Micmac’s, forest harvesting operations and 
operate coal mines in “Île Royale” (Cape Breton). In return, he had, in the upcoming six 
years, to create two permanent settlements and bring in a total of 20 families. Denys’ 
priority was to attract people with farming and fishing skills. The two locations were 
Saint Pierre and Sainte Anne, both on Île Royale. He also installed settlers in Miramichi, 
Nipisiguit (Bathurst, NB) and Chedabouctou (Guysborough, NS).  

Returning from France in 1654, he installs his family at Fort Saint-Pierre on Île Royale. 
The village has more than 80 soldiers, six priests (2 Capuchins, 3 Jesuits and 1 
secular). The following year, only the Jesuits are present and they work on the hosting 
and conversion of the native population. 

With his newly confirmed monopoly, Nicolas Denys organised his fur trading and fishing 
company throughout his concession. To assist him, he brought in the associates 
Christophe Fouquet de Chalain and the Jacob and Abraham Duquesne brothers.  

The new company made trips to France every year from 1654 to 1664. The ship was 
leaving France at the beginning of May and it was returning in October with loads of cod 
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and fur. Each expedition comprised of 15 sailors, 10 soldiers and 16 agents. Each trip 
cost between 12,000 to 15,000 pounds. 

In Saint-Pierre, Nicolas did fishing, fur trading, wood cutting and some culture. He also 
built several small vessels. He did bring in settlers and livestock. He cultivated wheat 
and made plans for a flour mill and a brewery. He hoped to substitute beer to wine that 
needed to be imported. 

In 1655, he moved with his family to Chedabouctou (near Guysborough, NS) facing Île 
Madame, in the Strait of Canso. At that place, the French merchant Isaac de Razilly had 
built Fort Saint François in 1634.  

  

The coal adventure: Around 1657, Nicolas made the discovery of plaster, limestone 
and gypsum which were plentiful in the mountains surrounding Bras D’Or Lake near the 
shores of Baie Sainte-Anne. As for coal, he had certainly discovered some before 1654, 
because it was written in the royal concession received that year. He obtained the 
permission to extract it. Historian George Johnson tells us that in Nova Scotia, coal 
extraction goes back to that date. This was probably the first such extraction in the 
whole of New France. In his story, Denys does make a reference to coal extraction in 
Cape Breton. He says that this coal was of as good quality as that of Scotland 
according to analyses he did in Canada and France. He also singled out a particularly 
good coal deposit at the mouth of the Spanish River (Sydney Harbour) and further North 
at the entrance of Petit Bras d’Or as well at Mabou on the West coast of Cape Breton.  
 
A memorandum of the Compagnie des Indes Occidentales dating back to 1665 
mentions the coal and plaster deposits located on Denys’ concession in Acadia. Denys 
was unfortunately unable to properly develop this resource for lack of manpower. The 
few white men and natives at his service did not allow him to exploit this resource as he 
would have liked. 
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However, he protected his mineral rights as best he could. The following description of 
an incident in that regard sheds light on this situation. In a formal statement of the 
Conseil Souverain de Québec, dated October 31, 1676 it is written that Governor 
Frontenac had mandated in May 1676, Michel le Neuf, sieur de la Vallière, with the job 
of visiting the Acadian coasts to monitor what the Dutch and other enemies of France 
were doing. He was accompanied by his brother-in-law, Richard Denys (son of Nicolas). 
La Vallière noticed during his trip that three small English ships from Boston were 
loading coal at Cape Breton. La Vallière and Denys arrested the English pirates and 
demanded their passports. The latter could not show any valid paper and La Vallière 
and Denys seized the three ships, assed the contents. They kept two of the ships at Île 
Royale and brought the third one to Québec with all crew members. A trial before the 
Conseil Souverain took place. The latter approved of this operation and the confiscation 
of the ships and contents. This did not deter the English to make further incursions on 
that island. In 1706 alone, more than 20 English vessels came to Cape Breton to load 
coal. 
 
It is unfortunate that Denys could not take advantage of this industry. Cape Breton was 
indeed the best location to exploit this resource because of the numerous protected 
bays on this island and the number of deposits. It is only at the end of the XIXth century 
that the true commercial exploitation of this resource took place. 
 
His fishing and fur trading company did not succeed that well. Around 1658 he was 
indebted at the level of 51,520 pounds. In 1664, the tenth anniversary of his super 
concession by Louis XIV, he wrote to Fouquet, the President of their company, that he 
could not pay back his debt. His associates estimated that he owed them at that time 
100,000 pounds. He was no longer able to borrow money. 

Meanwhile, things were not going well in Chedabouctou. A fellow by the name of 
Canger and his lieutenant, La Giraudière were there in 1658. Through devious 
procedures with the Compagnie de la Nouvelle-France they obtained an increase of 
their concession to include Denys’ post at Chedabouctou. Many skirmishes took place 
over the next few years until Denys went back to France where he quickly obtained the 
confirmation of his rights in Acadia through a November 9, 1667 decision. During his 
contestation with Canger, it appears Denys brought back his family to Saint-Pierre. It is 
during that very trying period in Denys’ life that it reached a peak. During the winter 
1668-69, a fire broke out in his house and surrounding buildings and everything was 
destroyed. This catastrophe ruined him completely. Aged 66, he was forced to move his 
family to Nipisiguit (NB). The red sandstone house was surrounded by 18 feet protective 
walls with four observation posts. It is in that location that Denys decided to write the 
story of his life. 
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Nicolas Denys tells his story of Acadia and N.L. 

If Denys made his mark in the history of Acadia, it was not as an organiser of fisheries, 
merchant or colonisation entrepreneur. It was rather because of the historical 
description of the geography, wood and plant species and relations on the Atlantic 
coast. His history was written at Nipisiguit in 1670 and it is one of the most precious 
documents on Acadia in the XVII century. When he finished it, Denys went to France to 
have it published. He was hopeful that his story would encourage colonisation. Before 
he departed, he named his son Richard Denys de Fronsac and his wife, Marguerite de 
Lafitte equally responsible for his concession. 

Hence in 1671, Nicolas went to France. He succeeded in 1672 to publish his two tome 
books. The first contained a description of the Acadian coast, from the Penobscot River 
(ME) to Gaspé. It included some of his adventures in the region. The second book was 
centered on the fishing operations, the abundance of marine resources, and the Micmac 
nation with which he lived for over 40 years. 

The language used is mediocre and reveals the lack of literary education of the author. 
This being said, it is unique in preserving the memory of life in Acadia and 
Newfoundland in the XVII century. Denys acknowledges his lack of formal education: « 
Vous excuserez un pescheur ; si j’avois autant employé de temps à l’étude que j’ay fait 
à m’instruire & à rechercher les moyens de suivre la molüe [...] je vous aurois donné 
plus de satisfaction en tout ce récit que je n’ay fait ». 

Denis did not seem to rely on written notes for his composition. He was just using his 
memory of the facts which led to making several errors. However, his description of 
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populations and that of his own enterprises and those of his compatriots such as 
Razilly, d’Aulnay, La Tour and Le Borgne is priceless. 

His description of cod fishing activities is the most complete and best there is. The 
chapters who deal with natural resources reflect a great deal of enthusiasm and 
confidence in the future of the country. He made one of the very best descriptions of the 
nature of first nations and their accommodation to the European colonisers. Overall, his 
books reflect the nature of this action related businessman. 

Unfortunately, these books did not result in the financial return he was expecting and he 
could not improve upon his businesses. The works did not appear to result in greater 
colonisation of Acadia. Many of the settlers he had convinced to set up in Acadia 
returned to France. For example in 1662, he had only 7 families who had decided to 
stay permanently compared to the commitment to bring 80 families when he obtained 
the 1654 concession from the French King. 

Taking note of this failure, the Compagnie des Indes Occidentales started to 
dismantle Denys’ monopoly in 1663 to the benefit of other settlers in places such as 
Îles-de-la-Madeleine, Chedabouctou or Percé. This break up of his monopoly deeply 
chagrined him and forced him to become much less optimistic. He was simply broke 
and was living of charity in Paris at the beginning of 1685. It is believed that it was that 
year that he came back to Nipisiguit to spend his last years. He was quite old at that 
point and left business matters in the hands of his son Richard.  

In 1687, the Nicolas Denys concession of 1654 was cancelled by the Conseil 
Souverain de la Nouvelle-France. On April 17, 1687, Nicolas Denys obtained a 
resolution which would award him a large “Seigneurie” which would be identified at a 
later date.  

Nicolas Denys probably died in Nipisiguit in 1688 at the age of 85. However some 
sources indicate that he could have died in 1687.  

With his writings and that of authors in the same period, we can assess this man fairly 
well. He was a strongly built man giving the impression that his difficulties described 
earlier, were in fact a stimulant. He wore a well-stocked white beard and the Micmacs 
called him the « Grande Barbe ».  

Following him through his enterprises, we can see a courageous and decisive man, 
able to take charge, skillful in business and self-confident. Beyond everything, he 
disliked wars and infighting. His only motive was to concentrate on his immediate area, 
his trading posts and minding his own business. He did not want to meddle in other 
people’s business. 

On two occasions, he helped children of people who were opposed to him, which 
attests to his uncommon generosity. Perhaps his greatest quality was his honesty. This 
is widely recognised by historians. This quality provides true credibility to his description 
of Acadia at a time when internal fighting, devious intrigues and the war, brought him to 
the end of his adventure. 
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Visionary, always trying to transform his dreams into reality, Denys set up the bases for 
the establishment of a great “Seigneurie” on the North coast which is New Brunswick 
today. He dreamed about well cultivated lands, vessels loaded with cod and other 
marine species exported to European markets, floating logs on rivers being picked up at 
the shore line and loaded on ships heading to France. 

It is certain that he would have succeeded with several of these enterprises if he had 
not faced so much opposition. He was deeply harmed by wars, fires and unfair 
competition. He like half a dozen of his contemporaries such as d’Aulnay and Le Borgne 
had a very tough time achieving success. 

In fact, none of Denys’ posts survived: Miscou, Nipisiguit, Saint-Pierre, Sainte-Anne or 
Chedabouctou. His main claim is to have established them and through his writings, 
contributed to bring more light to the country. It also encouraged others to emigrates in 
those areas and pursue the pioneer’s endeavours. 

Denys wrote in his book that he did not completely waist his time even though he 
suffered many disgraces. More than anything, closely linked to the economic life of the 
country, he wrote the Acadian chapter for more than half a century. In the end, Denys 
can rightfully claim that he was Acadia’s first author and the first forest harvester. 

Some historians tend to minimise the impact of Nicolas Denys on the colonisation of 
Acadia but in reality, the seigneurial system was already well rooted when he died in 
1688.  

In summary we can say that Nicolas Denys, renowned organiser, skillful merchant 
determined to pursue his projects always made good decisions as to where to best 
locate his trading and fishing posts in New France. Miscou and Chedabouctou were 
ideal fishing ports while Saint-Pierre and Nipisiguit were ideal for fur trading with first 
nations. It seems that no other French entrepreneurs, dared to do as much for resource 
development in Acadia at that time. 
 
At the end of his life, Nicolas Denys had a least the satisfaction to have completely 
devoted all his energy and resources to further promote Acadia which he had long 
adopted. The losses incurred for the setting up of the different industries amounted to 
some 300,000 pounds. Nicolas Denys never had the title of “Sieur de Fronsac” but his 
son Richard did in 1677 because of his uncle Simon had received this noble title. 

In summary, Nicolas Denys was a very important French merchant. He is better known 
in Atlantic Canada than elsewhere. He is a key player in this History of the French 
presence in the Golf of Saint Lawrence. He was the first to set up at Îles Royale (Cape 
Breton) at Saint-Pierre (St. Peter’s) at the Strait of Canso. In 1967 (Canada’s 
Centenary) a decision was made to build a museum in honour of Nicolas Denys. Two 
years later, in 1969, the “Société Historique Nicolas Denys” was created in New 
Brunswick as part of Moncton University: http://www.shnd.ca/index.html  

http://www.shnd.ca/index.html


51 
 

 

 

Fort Saint-Pierre (Note 39): It was established by some of the shareholders in the 

“Compagnie des Cents-Associés”. Granted all commercial rights, they formed the Cape 

Breton Company. With the rights came possession of Fort Sainte-Anne on the 
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northwestern shore of Lake Bras d'Or, built in 1629. It is not known if Fort Saint-Pierre 

was also built at that time or was constructed later by the Cape Breton Company 

investors. Although built primarily as bases for cod fishing and the fur trade, both forts 

were fortified because of possible English attacks, but mostly as defense against 

competing trading companies. The location of Fort Saint-Pierre on the Atlantic and on a 

Mi'kmaq portage route to the interior of Cape Breton and Lake Bras d'Or was 

advantageous for both fishing and trade, although the shoals and narrow channels of its 

harbour made it difficult for large ships to land. Even so, the Cape Breton trade was not 

particularly lucrative, which caused ownership of the post to change hands frequently, 

either via purchase or outright attack. 

On September 4, 1647, Charles De Menou, Sieur d'Aulnay of Port-Royal, at that time 

the appointed Governor of all of Acadia, ordered the commandant of Fort Saint-Pierre to 

hand over the post, including all its contents. He managed to hold onto the fort until his 

death on May 24, 1650. At this point, the commercial rights to Cape Breton, including 

Fort Saint-Pierre and Fort Sainte-Anne, were leased by Nicolas Denys (a major figure in 

Acadian History), in partnership with his brother Simon Denys, and J. Gaudin, all heavily 

involved in the French Acadian trade. Nicolas Denys concentrated on Fort Saint-Pierre, 

while Simon Denys established himself at Fort Sainte-Anne. 

Between the portage route and the fort, Nicolas Denys built a "haul over" road across 

the isthmus, which made it possible to transport boats between the Atlantic and Lake 

Bras d'Or so that the long route along the outer coast could be avoided. The road 

consisted of logs placed in a corduroy pattern. Rebuilt in the 19th century, it was 

obliterated during realignment of the canal from 1912 to 1918. 

Fort Toulouse (Note 40): In 1713, when the Acadian mainland became Nova Scotia 

following the Utrecht Treaty, a group of Acadians settled in Saint-Pierre. Because their 

village is located at less than 55 kilometres for the British border and the need to protect 

the access to the 800 metres canal leading to Bras d’Or Lake, Fort Toulouse is erected 

at Pointe Jérôme in 1715. As for the village, it is re-named Port Toulouse. It was one of 

the three main ports of Île Royale from 1713-1758. The other two ports were Port 

Dauphin (formerly Port Sainte-Anne) and Port Louisbourg.  

Most Toulousains were neither farmers or fishers. They earned their living doing 

cabotage trade along the coasts carrying merchandise and people on short distances. A 

review of census documents reveals that many Toulousains marry women from Port-

Royal, Bassin des Mines or other places. The available wives do not come from the 

King but from occasional encounters during regional trips. Those who cannot do 

cabotage work at one of the two the brick making plants of Port Toulouse. 
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The colony prospered over the years and its population fluctuated from a maximum of 

261 to a mere 76. The village was destroyed by the British in April of 1745, but was 

rebuilt four years later. After the fall of Louisbourg in 1758, the fort was burnt and the 

village came under British control. Acadians are then sent to France except for the 

soldiers who were imprisoned in England. 

Veterans form the British conquest (1754-1760) settled in Port Toulouse at that time. 

They first re-named the village St. Peter’s which still stands today. 

Some elements of the Fort Toulouse description were provided by JP Bernier, a 

Facebook contributor. 

Nicolas Denys family:  

He was a fisher, farmer, entrepreneur, and author, one of the most prominent figures of 
Acadia for more than half of the XVIIth century. He was born on June 2, 1603 at Tours, 
France and died at Nipisiguit NB either in 1687 or 1688.  

Nicolas Denys was the son of Jacques Denys de La Thibaudière and Marie Cosnier. He 
claimed to be coming from a family of engineers. We know little about his first years in 
life. We can say however that his formal education was limited. He however acquired an 
extensive experience as a navigator, fishing, forestry products production, and 
administration.  

From 1643 to 1650, Nicolas Denys will practically return every year to his wife 
living in La Rochelle. He fathered 7 children during that period, all born at La 
Rochelle.  
 
Nicolas married Marguerite de Lafitte in La Rochelle in 1642. Seven children were 
born from this union: Marie (1643), Nicolas (1644), Marguerite (1645), Jacquin (1646) 
Richard (1647), Charles (1648) and Jacques (1650).  All these children were born in 
La Rochelle, Aunis Province, France. Marie married Michel Leneuf, de La Vallière, 
Seigneur de Beaubassin, named by Governor Frontenac in Québec. Marguerite 
married navy captain James Forsyth. Richard married Anne Parabego (Partarabego), a 
native woman and they had two children, Marie-Anne and Nicolas. On October 15, 
1689, Richard Denys married again this time in Québec, with Françoise Cailleteau de 
Champfleury, and they had a son Louis. 

Michel Leneuf, de La Vallière, Seigneur de Beaubassin : Born in Trois-Rivières in 
1640. After studying in France, Michel came back to Canada in 1657. He was 
commander for Nicolas Denys at Île Royale in 1666. In 1678, he was promoted 
Commander of Acadia, in replacement to Pierre de Joybert. He was a protégé of 
Frontenac who in 1681 was recommending him as a candidate for the position of 
Governor. He became Governor in 1683 but it was only a one year term at Port Royal 
(NS). Afterwards, he went back to his property at Beaubassin in the Bay of Fundy. 
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La Vallière was not well liked by his compatriots. One of the issues with Bergier the 
director of the “Compagnie de la pêche sédentaire de l’Acadie” was his practice of freely 
distributing fishing permits to Bostonians and encourage the latter to take possession of 
Acadia. Hence, La Vallière was replaced in April 1684 by François-Marie Perrot as 
Governor of Acadia. La Vallière had a very successful career as sailor, explorer, 
merchant, seigneur, coloniser, diplomat and governor. 

Simon Denys, brother of Nicolas Denys: Simon was born in1599 at Tours, France. 
He was four years older than his brother Nicolas. 
 
In 1632, Simon accompanied his brother Nicolas in Acadia. Nicolas established a 
fishing post at Port Rossignol (Near Liverpool, NS) and asked Simon to captain a ship 
he had bought for transporting this fish to Europe. As we have seen earlier the two 
Denys brothers headed for Île Royale in late 1650 after the death of Menou d’Aulnay. 
Simon headed for Sainte-Anne and Nicolas for Saint-Pierre. Both locations served as 
fur trading and fishing posts. 
 
However in the fall of 1651, d’Aulnay’s widow sent troops to both locations to seize their 
properties, make them prisoner and send them to Québec to be judged. The two 
brothers were soon released for lack of proof of ownership by d’Aulnay and they 
returned to their respective destinations. 
 
In August 1652, the Jesuits gave Simon a concession at the Notre-Dame-des-Anges. 
He later on obtained other concessions which allowed his to set-up there with his family 
and cultivate the soil. In addition, in 1660 he was a tax lawyer and receiver general for 
the “Compagnie des Cent Associés” which was dissolved on February 24, 1663 and 
replaced by the “Compagnie des Indes Occidentales”. 
 
Apparently, Simon Denys never got very rich but he was held in high esteem by the 
authorities. He was raised to the rank of noble by the King in 1668 on the 
recommendation of Intendant Talon. Even if his nobility letters were recorded by the 
Conseil Souverain of Québec in 1680, nobody contested that, nor to his succession. 
Simon was buried on November 11, 1678 at the Saint-Barthelemy parish in La 
Rochelle, France. 
 
RICHARD DENYS SIEUR DE FRONSAC: Administrator, coloniser, merchant and 
entrepreneur in the fish trade. He was baptised on August 29 1647 in the Parish of 
Saint-Barthélemy at La Rochelle, France. He was the son of Nicolas Denys and 
Marguerite De Lafitte. 

- Inherited the Seigneurie of Sainte-Croix on the Miramichi in 1688. Nicolas 
Denis, his father, had received this Seigneurie in 1636. 
 

- Jean Gobin gave him the Seigneurie of Gobin (at Bay of Chaleur) le 28-5-1690 
 

- Pierre Le Moyne d'Iberville gave him the Seigneurie of Restigouche 
(Ristigouche) le 28-5-1690 
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Richard Denys’ main livelihood sources were forestry, agriculture and fishing. He 
cultivated peas, wheat, apples and pears. He maintained the Nipisiguit and Miscou 
trading and fishing posts. He also participated in the 1676 defence of his father’s coal 
mining rights at Île Royale against three English ships which were illegally loading up 
coal. This being said, fur trading and fisheries were his main revenue sources. Richard 
succeeded his father’s enterprises. He wrote in 1689, one year after the death of his 
father, that his seigneuries had 103 French farmers, a high number for Acadia. 31 
farmers worked for Richard. 23 farmers were located at Seigneurie Sainte-Croix 
and 8 at Bay of Chaleur. In addition two native villages were present there, one at 
Bay of Chaleur with 60 families (400 natives) and another one at Miramichi with 80 
wigwams (500 natives). 

Richard Denys de Fronsac had first married Anne Parabego (Partarabego) around 
1680, a Micmac lady. They had two children, Marie-Anne (1681) and Nicolas (1682).  

This Nicolas also married a Micmac lady by the name of Marie and they had four 
children: Marie (1702), François (1708), Gabriel (1716) and Jacques (1718). This family 
died tragically in 1732 in Beaumont, QC, possibly of smallpox which killed hundreds of 
people in Montreal and Québec during this period. François died on January 22, his 
father Nicolas died on February 3 followed by Jacques on February 6, Marie August 8 
and Gabriel December 28th. Nicolas’ sister, Marie-Anne, died in 1728. There is no trace 
of Nicolas’ spouse, Marie in the death records.  
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On October 15, 1689, Richard Denys married for a second time in Québec to 
Françoise Cailleteau de Champfleury. They had a son, Louis, born on October 31, 
1690. This son Louis died in 1701 at the age of 11.During the fall of 1691, Richard died 
at sea at the young age of 44 and three years after his father Nicolas. The ship which 
was heading for Québec, the Saint-François-Xavier, sank in the Saint Lawrence River.  

Until the end of his short life, Richard Denys served the interests of France and 
the Church with intelligence, energy and in a spirited way. This helps categorise 
him as one of the most remarkable Acadians of the XVII century. 

Françoise Cailleteau de Champfleury: She was born on July 21 1665 in Québec. She 
married Sieur Richard Denys dit Fronsac son of Marguerite de Lafitte and Nicolas 
Denys on October 15 1689 in Québec. She became a widower in 1691 as stated above. 
On July 17 1694, she inherited officially of three seigneuries (Miramichi, Restigouche 
and Gobin) from her late husband. Eight days later, on July 25, 1694, she married 
Pierre Rey-Gaillard from Québec. From this union, seven children were born: Jeanne-
Françoise (1695-1731), Geneviève (1697-1697), Marie (1698-1698), Charlotte-Ignace 
(1700-?), Marie-Françoise-Achille (1701-1783), Jean-Baptiste-Pierre (1702-1762), 
Anonyme (1704-1704). Françoise died in Québec on May 12, 1720. Her son Louis had 
died earlier so her husband Pierre Rey Gaillard inherited the three seigneuries in New 
Brunswick and he died in 1728. Concerning the Gaillard children, 3 died at birth, 
Jeanne-Françoise died in 1731 and therefore in 1753, a notary document confirms that 
Marie-Françoise Achille became the sole child to inherit the 3 seigneuries. The only 
other Gaillard child, Jean-Baptiste Pierre has been away from the colony for over 30 
years. 

Pierre Rey Gaillard, merchant and gunner was more interested in fur trading than 
agriculture. On November 24, 1696, Pierre Rey-Gaillard, as the tutor of Louis Denys, 
proceed to a land transfer to Denis Riverin in the back of Caraquet (2 lieues in the 
property ocean frontage starting from the middle of the Caraquet River and located at 
the Western limit of the Pekemouche seigneurie). This parcel was detached from the 
Seigneurie of Miramichi. Denis Riverain was already the owner of the Seigneuries of 
Cap-Chat and Sainte-Anne-des-Monts. On December 4 1716, The Recollet 
Missionaries denounced Rey-Gaillard scandalous trading practices to do fur trading. He 
was selling alcohol to natives on a daily basis for that purpose. 

Rey-Gaillard died in 1726. After his death, it appears that a system of collective 
management of the estate took place with his children until 1753. The 3 New Brunswick 
seigneuries appeared to be somewhat neglected because they were too far from 
Québec. In 1753 a notary act makes Marie Françoise Achille the sole inheritor of the 3 
seigneuries. She proceeds to sell the Ristigouche seigneurie to Mr. Bonfils of Québec. 
Marie Françoise Achille Rey dite Gaillard remained single all her life (b April 4, 1701 d 
October 23, 1783). We have not been able to establish if she sold the other two 
seigneuries at that time but we suppose she did so. In any case, the 1755 great 
deportation of Acadians followed by the settling of British subjects in the Maritimes 
sealed the faith of the New Brunswick seigneuries. 
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Unanswered questions: Our research did not allow for the confirmation of the date 
when Anne Parabego died. Certain documents state that it was before the second 
marriage of Richard Denys in 1689. The other question we have is why his son from the 
first marriage, Marie (1681-1728) or Nicolas (1682-1732) did not inherit their father’s 
seigneuries? It appears that Françoise Cailleteau and Pierre Rey Gaillard had purposely 
removed the metis children of Richard Denys de Fronsac from the latter’s estate. 

Compagnie de la pêche sédentaire en Acadie (1682-1708) 

Through a December 1674 act, King Louis XIV phased out the «Compagnie des Indes 
Occidentales» which was managing overall operations in New France. All territories 
previously awarded by that company were repatriated and awarded to the “Conseil 
Souverain de Nouvelle-France” based in Québec. 

As a consequence, all the King’s subjects gained the right to negotiate presence in 
areas formerly banned. It is a situation which allowed for the creation in 1682 of the 
“Compagnie de la pêche sédentaire en Acadie” to put in place a fisheries regime in 
the colony. In reality, the first effort to establish such a system was documented in 
November 1680 when Nicolas Denys awards to Sieur Clerbaud Bergier des Hormeaux, 
the power to choose land parcels as part of his concession. Even at the very end of his 
life, Denys still carries the glamorous title of « Écuyer, gouverneur et lieutenant 
général pour le roi » for the whole Golf of Saint Lawrence.  

In theory, Denys still holds the exclusive right to establish sedentary fishing and trading 
posts, as well as seizing ships and cargo from those illegally harvesting the resources. It 
was his son Richard who negotiated with Bergier to allow him to find appropriate 
locations for fishing and fur trading. Always in the theoretical perspective of the 
agreement, Nicolas Denys awarded a concession to the “Compagnie d’Acadie” which 
in return was supposed to give him an annual compensation. However, documents 
indicate that those compensations went to the King and not to the Denys. 

Meanwhile in August 1688, Chedabouctou was attacked by the British. Earlier, the 
British spied on Fort Chedabouctou to evaluate its strengths and weaknesses. The 
canons were not set up, the guard is in neglect because Commander La Boulaye had 
sent all his people either fishing or fur trading. 

The attackers therefore arrived with 200 men which landed at 3 “lieues” of the fort, and 
quickly penetrated it in the early hours in the morning at the opening of the doors. 
Nobody got hurt as there was no resistance – particularly not by the Commander who 
was found sleeping with a native lady. The British proceeded to steal all valuables and 
set fire to the village. Later on, the British pretended that this peacetime attack was the 
work of forbans and not the pirates authorised by the State. This attack took place 
despite the neutrality treaty of 1686 (Whitehall) between France and England. 
Chedabouctou was a village of 150 people including 80 hired fishermen.  

While the company has difficulty to recover from its losses, the French Minister 
Seignelay recommended sending a 12,000 pounds subsidy to sustain the Acadian 
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community. This is probably what led to the creation of a second “Compagnie de la 
pêche sédentaire en Acadie » in 1689. 

Throughout the history of the French colonial Empire, the thirty years (1683-1713) which 
followed the Colbert era have not been favourable to the further development of the 
colonies. This era was marked by two long wars (Ligue d’Augsbourg, 1688–1697 and 
Succession of Spain 1701–1713) and it is during these difficult times that the 
“Compagnie de la pêche sédentaire en Acadie” is devoid of men, capital and supplies. 
The company will be broke by 1705.  A more detailed account of this tumultuous period 
for the «Compagnie de la pêche sédentaire en Acadie, 1682–1708 » can be found at 
No 32 in the bibliography section. 

11- HISTORY OF ACADIA: 
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1524: It is explorer Verrazzano who first named this region Acadia. This name perhaps 
comes from the Greek province of Arcadia or «La Quoddy» or «La Cadie» (a French 
adaptation of a Micmac name which means a fertile area).  

1605: The first French settlers land at the «Baie française » or Bay of Fundy, with 
explorer Champlain and his boss, Pierre Dugua de Mons who has the title of Lieutenant 
General of Acadia. After a short stay at Île-Saint-Croix, they established a presence at 
Port Royal (Annapolis Royal). The inhabitants quickly adopt the name of “Acadians”. 
Over the years, they develop their own culture, customs and a type of French spoken in 
the French Poitou region. 

1607: Port Royal is abandoned because the French King cancelled sieur de Mons’ fur 
trading monopoly and the whole colony is broke and has to be repatriated to France. 
The colony had also badly suffered from the scurvy. 

1621: The King of England lays a claim to Acadia which he renamed «Nova Scotia». He 
awarded this colony to the Scottish lord, Sir William Alexander.  

1628: Alexander installs a garrison of 70 men at Port Royal which is renamed Fort 
Charles.  

1629: Following the Suze Treaty, Cardinal Richelieu demands that Acadia be returned 
to France. The English are forced to leave. Acadia and Port-Royal’s names are 
reinstituted. 

1632: Charles 1st from England returns Acadia and Canada to France through the Saint-
Germain-en-Laye Treaty. The Company of Adventurers to Canada loses its rights. The 
English and Scottish of Port Royal are repatriated and their installations destroyed. 

Named Governor of Acadia, Isaac de Razilly who is a member of the Compagnies des 
Cent-Associés, takes back possession of Port-Royal. However he decides to stay at La 
Hève on the other side of the peninsula. Nicolas Denys is part of this colony along with 
the 300 settlers they brought from France.  Around the same date, the Compagnie des 
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Cent- Associés established fishing and fur trading posts at Fort Saint-Pierre et Fort 
Sainte-Anne, Île Royale (Cape Breton). This is the period when the permanent 
settlement of Acadians in Atlantic Canada begins.  

 

  

1645: Nicolas Denys received a fishing and fur trading concession from the 
« Compagnie de la Nouvelle-France » when he set-up a post on the South side of 
Miscou Island.  

1654: Nicolas Denys received from King Louis XIV, fishing concessions for the whole 
Golf of Saint Lawrence and he set-up his operations in Saint-Pierre (St. Peter’s) Île 
Royale (Cape Breton). Denys had established a post there in 1650 and was therefore 
returning to this location. 

1654: England declares Acadia as an illegal French possession and Marjor Robert 
Segewick departs from Boston to conquer Port Royal (NS) and St. John’s (NB). 

1656: Oliver Cromwell, Lord Protector of the Commonwealth of England, Scotland and 
Ireland, granted Acadia/Nova Scotia to proprietors Sir Thomas Temple and William 
Crowne.  

1657: France still considers Acadia as its property and Cardinal Mazarin names 
Alexandre Le Borgne, Governor of Acadia and Seigneur of Port-Royal. He died in 
Port-Royal around 1693.  

1667: With the Bréda Treaty, England accepts to return Acadia to France in exchange 
for certain islands in the Caribbean. Le Borgne is confirmed in his functions.   

1670: Hector D’Andigné, sieur of Grand Fontaine is named Governor of Acadia. He 
undertakes a big census of Acadia which reveals a total population of 500 inhabitants. 
Le Borgne becomes Governor of Port-Royal. 
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From that date, the population of Acadia became more spread out. The Governor 
General of New France gave many seigneurie concessions to Canadians who decided 
to settle in Acadia. Bay of Chaleur and the Beaubassin region were privileged. In total, 
55 seigneuries were established in Acadia but most of the seigneurs were neglectful in 
populating and exploiting their lands. The size of seigneuries was too big and the 
colonial government was not able to exercise any control. 

Acadians were primarily farmers, even though several of them did fishing and fur 
trading. Livestock was their greatest wealth. The colony was in short supply of just 
about everything, New England became a natural market. The Acadians were selling 
livestock to Bostonians and at the same time buying fabrics, shoes and other necessary 
articles. 

1676: Frontenac, Governor of New France awards the Beaubassin seigneurie to Michel 
Leneuf de La Vallière (married to Marie Denys, daughter of Nicolas Denys) for them to 
populate and develop it. 

1680: Pierre Thérriot and many other Acadians leave Port-Royal to settle at Bassin des 
Mines. Dikes are built to drain the new cultivable land.  

1687 or 1688: Death of Nicolas Denys 

1690: Amiral Phipps attacks Port-Royal with four war ships. The French garrison is 
composed of only 70 men against 700 English soldiers. The French capitulate. Phipps 
does not respect the capitulation terms and orders his troops to loot and set fire to all 
houses before heading for Québec. He will be defeated in Québec the same year.  

1691: British Captain Edward Tyng arrives in Port-Royal with a new garrison. He is 
captured by the French Governor Joseph de Villebon. The latter decides that Port-Royal 
is too risky and he erects a new fort at Nashwaak (NB).  

1691: Death of Richard Denys de Fronsac, Seigneur de Miramichi, Gobin et 
Restigouche 

1697: With the Ryswick peace, England recognises again Acadia as a French territory 
but this peace will be short lived.  

1704: Colonel Benjamin Church and his 1300 men attack Acadia. Port-Royal resist and 
the British have to retreat. However before going they burn several houses and kill 
livestock. The British tried again but without success. Acadians were ambushed in the 
woods and were able to rout the English each time. Their Abenaquis friends were also 
helpful with those fights. 

1710: The British had decided to make sure to conquer Port-Royal. They put a siege 
with 3,400 soldiers (10 times the size of the Acadian defence). After 10 days of fighting, 
the French surrendered.  
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1713: With the Utrecht Treaty, France abandons Plaisance (Newfoundland) and Nova 
Scotia. Some 1700 Acadians become British subjects. The British rename the territory 
Nova Scotia and this is the final act. However France did keep Île Royale (Cape Breton) 
and Île Saint-Jean (PEI) as well as the North coast of Baie Française (Bay of Fundy).  

Despite the neutrality of francophone inhabitants, the English Government is not happy 
with this situation. They try to have them abandon their Catholic religion by ordering a 
mandatory pledge to England. The Acadians massively refused to deny their religion 
and France. Very rapidly it became evident that the new English masters had no 
intention to respect the liberty of Acadians. They prevented the inhabitants to leave their 
territory to prevent them to ally themselves to their New France compatriots. They are 
also needed to feed the English garrisons. 

1713: France consolidates its position in Acadia at Île Royale and Michel-Philippe 
Isabeau starts the construction of the Fortress of Louisbourg.  

1730: Lieutenant Lawrence Armstrong starts awarding land plots to Bostonian farmers 
in Acadia but refuses to do the same for the growing Acadian population. 

1738: Despite the British interdiction, many Acadians leave Nova Scotia to settle in the 
French territories of New Brunswick and on Île Royale where the French have built the 
Fortress of Louisbourg.  These regions will be known as the New Acadia.  

1749: Acadia is now renamed Nova Scotia. The British immediately put in place a 
colonisation plan. They send 2,500 settlers from England, Ireland and Germany. They 
establish the capital in Halifax where they built fortifications. At that time, thousands of 
Acadians migrate to the French territories of Île Royale (Cape Breton) and Île Saint-
Jean (PEI). 
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1750: This is the end of the New Acadia. During the spring 1750, a British expedition 
led by Major Charles Lawrence is launched to get rid of the French located on the 
Isthmus of Chignectou. Facing well organised adversary, Lawrence and his troops had 
to abandon the battle and temporarily accept the presence of “Intruders” on the territory 
he had claimed. With the approaching British troops, the French had ordered the 
burning of the Beaubassin village and asked the villagers to move to the West side of 
the Mésagouèche River, a territory considered to belong to New France. This event 
along with the new British colonial policy in Acadia caused the exodus of thousands of 
Acadians and it represents the beginning of the “Grand Dérangement”. Almost a fifth of 
the total population of Acadia during the 1749-1750 period, five years before the Great 
Deportation of 1755.  

1755: The Great Deportation of Acadians Movement  

Governor Charles Lawrence and Colonel Robert Monckton ordered that 12,000 
Acadians be arrested and deported from their land. 8,000 of them will die during their 
transportation. English soldiers pile them by force on ships while the British Garrison 
was busy burning their houses and barns. Lovers and families are separated. Many 
ships sank. Those who survived their trip were dispersed mostly on the American coast 
and the Caribbean islands. Some were also sent to France. Many Acadians took refuge 
in Louisiana to become the first “Cajuns”.  

Lawrence gave this order to his troops. “You must to the extent possible, bring famine to 
those who will try to escape”. Many survivors found different ways to escape over many 
years, even decades, before returning to the original land. This explains why Acadian 
descendants now live in different regions of the globe: Canada (Acadia and Québec), 
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Saint-Pierre and Miquelon (Fr.) United-States (East Coast, Louisiana, Caribbean, UK, 
France and Îles Malouines (Falkland Islands). 

  

 

  

1755-56: The Nova Scotia colonial government gives the Acadian lands to English 
speaking Protestants. 

Acadians are waiting on the shore before being forced to embark on ships which will take 

them far away. (Painting by Claude Picard) 
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1756: Thousands of Acadians flee towards Québec and Île Saint-Jean while being 
pursued by British soldiers. Many will die on the way to those places from sickness or 
starvation. 

1758: Since the terrible exile of Acadians, the population of Île Saint-Jean is now around 
5,000 people. Following the Louisbourg conquest, the British take possession of both Île 
Royale and Île Saint-Jean. A third deportation takes place. Two thirds of the Acadian 
population is sent to the Poitou Region of France. Others flee to Québec or Saint-Pierre 
and Miquelon.  

1763: With the Paris Treaty, the exiled Acadians are authorised to return to Nova 
Scotia. Some come back on foot from as far away as Georgia.  However, returnees are 
asked to swear allegiance to the British Crown. They are only allowed to establish on 
the rocky coastline of Baie Sainte-Marie. Without cultivable land, many Acadians turn to 
wood cutting or fishing. 

1769: PEI (formerly Île Saint-Jean) separates from Nova Scotia and becomes a new 
British colony.  Acadian properties on the island are confiscated and the former owners 
are left with only leasing arrangements. Many will decide to leave the island after this 
cruel injustice.  

1784: The province of Nova Scotia is divided in two parts and the West portion is 
renamed New Brunswick.  

1847: The American poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow publishes his famous poem 
«Evangeline, A Tale of Acadia». This poem is based on the true story Emmeline 
Labiche and Louis Arceneaux. It provides a description of two lovers (Évangéline and 
Gabriel) separated by the 1755 Deportation just prior to their marriage. Évangéline tries 
to find Gabriel all her life. She finally finds him on his deathbed several years later. This 
poem became an important symbol of the tragic life of Acadians.   

1854 END OF THE SEIGNEURIAL REGIME: In New France, most people were 
farmers working in « seigneuries », a form of economic exploitation inherited from the 
middle ages practiced in France and imported in New France. According to historian 
William Bennet Munro, French Canada was the last bastion of the seigneurial regime. It 
started in 1627 in Québec but even after the 1760 conquest, it was accepted by the 
British for another century until the 1854 « Acte pour l’abolition des droits et devoirs 
féodaux dans le Bas-Canada ». This put an end to the traditional land ownership regime 
which was replaced by another one based on private property.   

In 1860, six years after the abolition of the seigneurial regime, most farmers are in poor 
financial state. They are ready to abandon their lands to be hired on British projects or 
immigrate to the United States. In 1880, more than a quarter of French-Canadian 
farmers moved to the United-States which is employing thousands of workers in 
factories for textile, shoes, furniture and other types of production. 
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1867: New Brunswick and Nova Scotia became part of the new Canadian 
federation, joining Québec and Ontario. PEI initially refused but joined the federation 
a few years later.  

1871: With the «Common School Act», the New Brunswick Government abolished the 
support to French and Catholic schools which served the Acadian population. All 
children had to go to English schools. If Acadian parents wanted to finance themselves 
their schools, they had nonetheless the obligation to pay taxes for the public system. It 
was clearly a measure of assimilation directed to the Acadians. 

1875: Acadians refuse to pay school taxes and they are being harassed by authorities. 
A pastor is thrown in prison. The situation gets worse. In January of that year, a riot 
shakes Caraquet. They send the army to calm things down. This episode resulted in 2 
deaths and 20 arrests. Newspapers in St-John and Fredericton state that similar 
gestures to those of Riel in Manitoba will not be tolerated. In front of this explosive 
situation, the Provincial government backpedals and allows that in regions where the 
numbers justify, Francophone children will be able to receive their schooling in French 
as well as teaching on Catholic values. 

1877: The Public School Act abolishes French teaching in PEI. 

1880: The « Société Saint-Jean-Baptiste de Québec » invites Acadians to their annual 
convention. Many go to Québec for this event which convinced them to organise the 
first Acadian convention the following year.  

1884: On the occasion of their second convention at Miscouche, Acadians officially 
adopt their flag and national anthem. The flag is the three color French flag with a 
yellow star in the upper left corner. The blue color symbolises the protection of the 
Virgin Mary, the yellow color refers to the Pope and the attachment of Acadians to their 
Catholic faith. The anthem also mentions the yellow star which guides Acadians through 
their difficult destiny. 

1923: Pierre-Jean Véniot is the first Acadian elected as Premier of New Brunswick.  

1981: The New Brunswick Government votes Bill 88 which recognises the two historical 
communities of the province. NB becomes the only Canadian province to be 
officially bilingual. The same year, Francophone families are allowed to send their 
children to French schools. Beforehand, children were forced to attend English school.  
Clare, a small religious based college grows up and becomes the Sainte-Anne 
University, the only Francophone university in the province. 

1994: The first Acadian World Congress takes place in New Brunswick. People from all 
over the world attend to celebrate their history and culture. This was the largest Acadian 
gathering since the Great Deportation with 300,000 participants. Based on the success 
of this Congress, a second one was organised in Louisiana in 1999.  

1995: Roméo LeBlanc is the first Acadian to be named Governor General of Canada. 
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Today we can claim that the Acadian population succeeded to survive to its cruel 
history. There are around 300,000 Acadians living in the three Canadian Maritime 
provinces.  Of that number, two thirds live in the North East of New Brunswick. 

12- THE PATRIOTS REBELLION 

Since we just covered the Great Deportation of Acadians, it is also important to 
underline that the British continued to practice this technique for over a century. Faced 
with a serious opposition in Québec in 1837 called the “Patriots Rebellion”, the British 
vigorously suppressed this movement followed by a deportation. 

The tension among patriots with a majority of Francophones (but also some 
Anglophones) and the conservative bureaucrats reached a culmination toward the end 
of the 1830’s. Two paramilitary organizations, the “Société des Fils de la Liberté”, a 
nationalist organisation and the “Doric Club”, a population of Lower Canada loyal to the 
Crown, had a physical confrontation in Montreal. 

General John Colborne prepares the British troops against the insurrection of the 
nationalists of the Patriot Party. The Church sides with the British. The Assembly of six 
constituencies in Montérégie (South of Montreal) announce the conflict. The Patriots 
Rebellion starts with its leader, Louis-Joseph Papineau, a smart politician and with the 
Nelson brothers (Robert and Wolfred) who are intellectual Francophiles. 
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Battle of Saint Eustache, December 14, 1837 (by Lord Chrales Beauclerk) 

The Patriots sustain several defeats against the British troops and they are forced to 
retreat to the United-States to prepare a counter attack. These resistant try to establish 
alliances with the Upper Canada settlers and the Americans without success. Papineau 
on the other hand succeeded to obtain the support of France. 

In 1838, the American President, is not in agreement with this movement and is 
threatening to jail anyone who would interfere with the neutrality of the Government of 
the United-States. 

In February 1839, the Durham Report proposes the union between Upper and Lower 
Canada provinces in order to politically address the Rebellion issue. This union resulted 
in the creation of the Province of Canada in 1841. The Durham report was a despicable 
act of assimilation of the French speaking population of Canada. 

Post Rebellion trial and deportation: From November 28, 1838 to May 1, 1839, 14 
Rebellion related trials take place in Lower Canada. Governor Colborne rounded up 108 
accused persons for this process. Of that number, 9 were acquitted and 99 ordered to 
be killed. Later on, 12 were hanged, 2 banned from the country, 27 freed on bail and 58 
were deported. The latter were jailed and on September 25, 1839, they learned that 
they will be deported to Australia. They can barely say good bye to their families. On 
these ships, there are also 83 political prisoners from Upper Canada. The sailing lasted 
more than five months with no stoppage and miserable conditions on board. The 
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prisoners were held to absolute silence during the whole trip. Despite all this only one 
Upper Canada prisoner died during the trip. 

On February 16, 1840, the Upper Canada prisoners are downloaded at Hobart 
Tasmania and on February 25, the French Canadian prisoners arrived in Sydney, 
Australia. They get to meet Monseigneur Polding who gives them the permission to 
settle a Longbottom. Their first task was the construction of the road from Sydney to 
Parramatta. Afterwards, they gain additional liberty and they can work on 
neighbourhood farms. They are housed and fed on those farms and they make some 
money as well. From February 1842, the prisoners are free and they can obtain their 
citizenship. The majority are respectful of laws and a few have shops. 

In April 1844, 5 Canadians received their full pardon. On June 24, the same year, all 
other exiles were pardoned as well. To return to Canada, they have to pay their trip to 
London. On July 8th, 1844, 38 Patriots leave Australia. Others will do it later. From 
London, they sail to New York arriving on January 13, 1845. The fees for that segment 
of the trip were paid by the “Association de la Délivrance de Montréal”. 

This chapter demonstrates that coexistence between the British and French Canadians 
has not always been harmonious. In 1841, the population of Lower Canada was 
estimated at 650,000 people and growing rapidly. It was therefore not possible for the 
British to conceive a larger deportation in 1839. 
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The location and birth date of Nicolas Denys are well known among genealogists but 
not that of the location and date of his death. According to the Généanet website, he 
possibly died in 1687 but other sources indicate he died in 1688, probably in Nipisiguit 
(Bathurst, NB). Therefore he would have been between 84 or 85 years old. 
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 Summary 

This brief historical review is meant to make readers better informed about the first 
French presence in Eastern Canada. Ancestors had to face a multitude of challenges. 
The people of Québec and Acadia have fully demonstrated their resilience towards a 
rough climate, the defence against first nations, the numerous battles against 
Americans and British invaders as well as internal conflicts among French compatriots. 

Notes on the author: Paul Desbiens is a native of the Upper Saint-Maurice region of 
Québec. He graduated with a business administration degree from Laval University. He 
was a Canadian diplomat for 35 years and another 10 years as a foreign investment 
consultant. Fully retired since 2016, he has made a hobby of doing historical research. 
In 2018, he published his first book entitled « Histoire du Rapide-Blanc » his home 
village. In 2020 he published this book to help Canadians better understand their own 
history. His two books in PDF format are available free of charge on his website at: 
www.lerapideblanc.com  other notes on the authors can be found on the back cover of 
this book in the form of an article published in the newspaper l’Écho de La Tuque. 
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